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Preface 



There Is a very simple purpose which runs through 
the pages that follow. That purpose is to state the essential 
content found in a few of the words which are necessary 
for any adequate description of the Christian life. Since 
the first Easter there has been a vocabulary which has per- 
sisted until our day, and has given to all generations some 
idea of what is meant when we speak of the Christian faith 
and the Christian life. Without such a vocabulary no rea- 
sonable presentation of either would be possible. There 
are, of course, many more words than those discussed here^ 
but I believe that these constitute a kind of minimum? 
without which no satisfactory expression of Christian liv- 
ing can be given. 

It is a further conviction that these words must rely 
ultimately on the Spirit of God for their real definition. 
That is to say, they are not man's words; their origin is 
not in us. They are, like the lives they represent, the handi- 
work of God. Moreover, there can be no right grasp or 
understanding of them, nor any profitable teaching, apart 
from a living relationship with him. It was out of such a 
living relationship of Life to life that the vocabulary was 
born, and only in such a relationship does it survive. 

This historic vocabulary of the faith challenges Chris- 
tians not only to understand what their calling has meant 
to others through many ages of dedicated living, but also 
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to render their own convincing witness of the truth of that 
great transaction now. 

The hope cherished for these pages is that the reader 
may find in them a bit of light shining on each of the 
words selected and may be encouraged to pioneer further 
into the heart of each of them until their real depth and 
size become his own, discovering more and more what 
needs to be said about a life that begins with God. 

Acknowledgment has been made of generous permis- 
sion granted by various publishers to quote their copyright- 
ed materials. Such quotations are a constant reminder of 
the immense debt owed to so many others whose thoughts 
and dedicated convictions give sustaining help and direc- 
tion to my own ministry from day to day. 

There are also other thanks which must be set down. 
These pages would not be if it had not been for the counsel 
and guidance given so graciously by a number of people. 
I owe most significant thanks to Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz 
for helping to formulate the year of study abroad during 
which this book was begun; to Dr. James S. Stewart for en- 
couragement which led the work beyond the first several 
chapters; and to Dr. Paul Scherer and Miss Margaret Apple- 
garth, who read the manuscript and offered valued sugges- 
tions for its improvement. 

Above all, I acknowledge my complete gratitude to my 
mother and father for their generosity, confidence, and 
devoted interest, at all times a wonder and never more than 
in the experiences and circumstances which have sur- 
rounded this book, and to Hope, Charles, and Pamela, who 
have enriched every day with love and encouragement. 

CHARLES T. SARDESON 
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A few strokes of the brush are not enough to paint a 
portrait, but they can indicate the pose; 

To throw the shuttle serveral times across the loom is 
not enough to weave cloth for a whole garment, but 
it can tell of the ultimate texture and design of 
the material; 



A few words, mighty as they may be, can never be the 
whole vocabulary of a life, but they can, when 
rightly lived, confront this world with the heart 
of a Christian and with heaven's greatest love. 



Compelled to Say Christian 



The saddest moment in the life of Peter came on that 
dark night when he crouched in the shadow of a fire afraid 
to talk with a young maid, and denied his accent. The 
grandest moment came less than two months later when 
he lifted up his voice to a company of people out of every 
nation under heaven and cried, Listen 1 The night of 
betrayal had become the dawn of proclamation. The tears 
of weeping had been turned into the water of baptism. 
Something had happened to Peter in those days between 
the crowing of a Roman cock and the rushing of God's 
mighty wind. 

It was the same thing that had happened to the others 
of the brave little company whose lives were the first to 
be transformed in that tumultuous day when the heavy 
pendulum of history stopped as if it were being held fast, 
and then began to swing out again in a whole new direc- 
tion: to keep a new time. 

That really is what happened. It was indeed a new 
time. God's new day had dawned, and a new people had 
been born to live in it. You could no longer number the 
years in the same way after that eventful sunrise. Even 
the language had a rebirth. That was the upsetting thing. 
It did not matter so much about the changing calendar 
men got used to that. The thing that really mattered, 
that never quite settled down again like the steady march 
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of the years, was the vocabulary. There had to be a new 
dictionary for the new day and for the gallant company 
of the reborn men and women who were to live in it, 
making it bright with their witness. It might not have been 
so bad if it had been just one man, just Peter with his 
preaching and teaching. But it was more. It was a whole 
company of voices, "proclaiming everywhere the word 
of God with such a vast plentitude of grace that all men 
marveled. " 

One after another they joined in. They were people 
whose lives had been changed from a dull accent to a 
living, flame-tipped proclamation. They were people who 
went about using quite confidently such new words as 
Easter, grace, resurrection,. Church using them in a way 
that threw the whole language out of gear. They were 
saying strange and difficult things about God and life and 
God's Son. And they were living their vocabulary. The 
high arch of their claims was being held up and strongly 
buttressed by their lives. It was not only that they were 
talking so assuredly about this God of theirs; every now 
and then you could catch something in the inflection of 
their daily tasks and conversations that would bring his 
name rushing to mind. Something they did or were that 
seemed to measure up to what they claimed for him. You 
could almost call it a word in the flesh. And living words 
are always hard on the language. They never fit into simple 
lines of definition. 

Moreover, it was not just this strange company and 
their new words that were causing all the disturbance. 
It was what was happening to some of the old words too. 
When you stood the language of the day up against these 
Christians and their new lives, you kept discovering a cer- 
tain shabbiness and hollow ring in some of the very best: 
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words you had, in words you had counted on and thought 
had been neatly laid out and cut to size centuries ago. 
Power, and history, and justice, and mercy, had been de- 
fined well enough until you got close to one of these 
new people. The meaning of love, for instance, seemed 
reasonably clear until you discovered how they loved 
and how they lived. They were declaring that a person 
can never hope to have any adequate description of love 
until the definition begins with God, that the word, like 
so many other words, is really his and never can be in focus 
until the cross is seen clear and sharp behind it. 

It was not only this, either. Even those who found 
themselves standing resolutely outside the circle were 
somehow drawn in, were creating new words also, words 
which history could never shake off. It all started when 
someone in Antioch, rather upset by these folk of the 
strange new movement and annoyed by the bother of it 
all, rebuked them one day by calling them Christians. 
What else was there to call such people? They had been 
given many names: coarse, vulgar, hard names like drunk- 
ards, fools, mad men then Christians. This one, added 
as a scoff, they picked up and made their banner. It be- 
came their strong Name. And from the start they were a 
community which compelled much more than a mere pass- 
ing nod from those around them. You had to say something 
when you came on men and women who would take jests 
and jeers, thorns, mock purple, a wooden cross, a quickly 
written sign, and say, "Aye, we do have a king & King of 
love." The way they cared for the sick and widows 
that required a word too. Whatever you thought of them, 
you could not very well be still when you heard them sing 
hymns in the arena; your neighbor had to hear news like 
that. 
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So out of the praises and hymns and prayers, out of 
persecutions and hopes, out of the hearts and mouths of 
those whose lives had been changed by the touch of God's 
Spirit, there came to birth the vocabulary of the Christian 
community. It went rolling down the years like thunder 
over the hills or the thin echo on a distant plain. Some- 
times it was a lonely voice, sometimes a rich full chorus. 
It never died out! Here is the procession of the living 
faithful, brave souls who could claim, and stake their 
lives on it, that they could take a word like death and 
burst it wide open, because they bore the name of One 
who had done it. Because he gave them a bigger word 
Resurrection! 

Does it bother you at all to think that it is in just such 
a great company of witnesses we are called to walk, their 
language we are summoned to speak? But we are called 
to walk in and speak to our own day, convincingly and 
enduringly. God dared his life that it could happen. If it 
does not, the whole procession of the saints has been 
folly. There is the urgency of it. This word Christian 
with all its meaning can never get safely from, your father 
to the hearts of your children unless it crosses straight 
through your life, claiming the whole of it as it passes OR- 

You have seen in our day how some perfectly good 
words have become dulled because they have been handled 
so loosely, so poorly cared for. Goodness and honor have 
ragged edges now. Right and wrong are not the solid 
absolutes of other times. Today you have got to justify and 
explain, look at the circumstances and the associations. 
And then come out at last with a host of disputed judg- 
ments. Unless the clear cutting edges of the best part of 
the Christian vocabulary are kept in our lives, the noblest 
expressions of the faith could be dulled beyond recogni- 
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tion a few years down the road. You are always on the 
frontier, and one great test of how well you are doing is 
to examine and measure the vocabulary men are com- 
pelled to use when they talk about you and the whole 
Church of Christ. The greater test is to find for yourselves 
how much of the vocabulary of the Christian life be- 
comes the language of your own life, and how much of what 
you really declare through your living begins with God. 
Once there was a man called Saul. There was a set of 
words which had to be used to describe him Roman, Jew, 
Pharisee. One day he became Paul. After that it took a 
whole new set of words faith, grace, Christ! These were 
the fundamental words of the evangelist's new life. It was 
a life originating very clearly out of the larger life of a 
Galilean and in a commission from the EternaL 

You would not think very much of a painter who 
ventured out to capture the glory of a sunrise on canvas 
and left his red paint at home. You cannot capture a true 
sunrise, not one of God's best, without red. And without 
red you can never have orange or purple. Such a painter 
might come home with a picture, but not with one dis- 
playing the radiant breaking of a new day's light. In this 
same sense there are fundamental words in the Christian 
life without which you can neither grasp for yourself nor 
portray for the world around you the real picture of 
Christian living. 

You are not standing at a place in history where there 
can be any fading of light around your shoulders. You are 
called, instead, to give witness to a new day. Your sum- 
mons is to speak of it with all your life, using the great 
new words spoken first out of God's own life, transform- 
ing and fulfilling the language of men, lifting it grandly, 
and drawing a response from the lips of the world. Think 
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of It; you are allowed to take insults and make them morn- 
Ing rays against the night, letting the greatest curse of all 
wave gallantly as a banner within your heart. The hand 
of God is upon you. He is saying to you now as he has to 
those who have listened to him across all the ages: "Come, 
speak my words!" 
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"We must make a great difference between God's Word 
and the word of man. A man's word is a little 
sound, that flies into the air, and soon vanishes; but 
the word of God is greater than heaven and earth, 
yea, greater than death and hell, for it forms part of 
the power of God, and endures everlastingly; we 
should, therefore, diligently study God's Word, and 
know and assuredly believe that God himself speaks 
unto us/' 

MARTIN LUTHER 



'Remember that Christianity is not first and foremost a 
religion; it is first and foremost a revelation." 

WILLIAM TEMPLE 



II 
It Begins with God 



There is all the difference in the world between a 
flight of stairs and a rope ladder. Stairs are built up one 
by one; and no matter how high they reach, they begin 
on the ground and are held up from underneath. A rope 
ladder must be let down from above. It must be fastened 
at the top. This is the difference, too, between revelation 
and all the other words that one so often confuses with it. 

Christianity begins with the Word made flesh. A child 
is laid in a manger; then the story grows. It is held to- 
gether all the way through by the life and ministry of a 
Galilean who keeps entering in upon life as he said him- 
self, "to seek and to save/* Only because he does, can 
we know God at all. That is how much revelation matters. 
We could never guess God. There is nothing in us nor 
anywhere around that could ever get us to him. The 
whole staircase of philosophical thought across countless 
generations could never lift us to God, could never let 
us climb to the gates of heaven. Our loftiest ideals and 
grandest speculations could never claim the discovery of 
him. It took Christmas. 

Had we no revelation, God would remain hidden. All 
human endeavors to obtain knowledge of God by independent 
inquiry are in vain and those who pretend to a knowledge of 
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God otherwise than by his revelation of himself are imposters, 
The knowledge of God must be given to us by God himself. 1 

Christian faith turns not on a searchlight scanning the 
heavens but on a holy light breaking through from above. 
It is at once clear that revelation sets the whole out- 
line of Christian faith and life. Faith comes from hear- 
ing. Therefore Christianity is not a record of what peo- 
ple happen to think about God, never just pious views 
on the universe or dreams about eternity. What really 
counts is what God has declared, what he continues to 
speak and demand and promise. We will discover soon 
enough that revelation is a jolting word. It keeps breaking 
apart our own too meager views of God. It keeps shak- 
ing loose the picture we create, the tame and sentimental 
images of a Jesus for which it is all too tempting to settle. 
In place of all this revelation puts a cross and a crown 
and a commanding Voice. The Scriptures are the record 
of it. They were not for a moment written to give a mere 
account of Israel's history, fascinating reading that it is. 
The Scriptures were written to speak a word about God; 
and more than that, they are God speaking himself. They 
are his word. Through those blessed moments of history, 
and through those ransomed lives, and through those 
mighty acts, God still speaks, still reveals himself, still 
breaks through. It is because he really does speak to us in 
our own day through this very witness and record of him 
that you can be so certain, so wonderfully sure, that he 
revealed himself to that great company who made such 
mighty claims in his name centuries back. Your own 

1 G. S. Hendry in Theological Word Book of the Bible, ed. Alan Richard- 
son (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1951), p. 196. Copyright 1951 by 
The Macmillan Co. and used by their permission. 
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Christian life must stand as witness to that truth. "The 
people who sat in darkness have seen a great light." From 
age to age this has been the steady chant and vision of 
the faithful. Surely the light shines in your eyes, too, 
as so many have said it would, just as it did in theirs, 
making clear the whole way and meaning of life. And not 
only of the life of this moment, but of a life enlarged 
by God himself and equipped to inherit the new day 
and the emerging Kingdom. 

You must also recognize immediately that this is a 
revelation of God in which he discloses himself in word 
and deed. Nothing less! What keeps meeting you again 
and again across the pages of Scripture and out into the 
continuing sweep of history is not just a set of teachings 
about religion or a pattern for a good life. It is God. 
When you come upon the Gospel account of Easter, you 
are not merely reading an inspired Christian teaching 
about resurrection. You have come straight up to the place 
where God has done something. You have arrived at an 
event which recenters all history in itself. For that reason 
revelation is always a surprise too. It would have to be; 
because God, until he speaks, until he acts, is always other 
than anyone could imagine. Even when he has revealed 
himself and become unmistakably clear, there is still the 
awareness to any person who is really looking of a vast and 
awful mystery standing clear out of reach. There is always 
a safe margin of wonder even in the most radiant moments. 
In fact, it is just at the places of boldest revelation that the 
wonder is the greatest. 

God is always doing the strange, the unreasonable, 
the unexpected. No one but God could have thought of 
Christmas. What a surprise that was. Or if you had 
walked down from Golgotha on that dreadful afternoon 
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away from the cross, do you think you could possibly 
have said to anyone, even with the remotest stretch of 
imagination: "Just wait a few days, then see what hap- 
pens"? Only God could say that. Easter was his surprise 
his own blazing moment of unmeasurable wonder. 

In all the great events and happenings of which faith 
speaks, it must be God who is seen. There must be his 
own voice speaking out of the events into your life, re- 
vealing the eternal will and love and unswerving faith- 
fulness which are really his. Merely gazing on an event 
without finding this living word is hopeless indeed. The 
revelation of Calvary was not found in the place where 
a man died bravely on a cross. That was the scene of deep 
despair. It was the interpretation God gave to that scene, 
the meaning it could never have held until his word was 
added, that places it so securely at the center of history. 

No event of history by itself can reveal God. But 
there are always those in every moment of the way who 
claim the Almighty has thrust himself into events, has 
spoken through them, and has raised prophets and whole 
armies of his own to match them. And that more than 
once he has turned the tide in a man's life and some- 
times on a scale much larger than that with a great ex- 
travagance of his abilities leaving his own bright places 
along the chapters of all the years. 

Nor does nature with all its resources and superb 
sense of the dramatic have the ability to say any saving 
word or give any adequate revelation of the Eternal. The 
psalmists, and a great company of others since, have spoken 
generously enough about the wonders and incomparable 
glories of their God written brilliantly all across the earth 
and heavens from end to end for any person to look at. 
But all this was only the setting. God lived and spoke 
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with his people on another level altogether. The Lord, 
they would all say, has a real word and a real deed to 
bring to life a love and a hope and a will and a great 
rescue to work out in a man's whole being. But this rescue 
is not brought about through an admiring look at the 
coloring of autumn's leaves. It is realized in living as- 
sociations with the Lord of life. Your life has needs deeper 
and more desperate than can be corrected by the loftiest 
medications nature can ever provide. 

Real saving revelation is found only in the presence 
of God himself, working in the bit of life you have to 
place in his hands greater wonders than you can ever see 
in the world around you. When you have placed your 
life there, when you have seen or heard him even from 
a distance, exclaimed one man, what can you say except 
that he really is able to bring forgiveness and hope and 
promise "far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think," above all that you could ever dream of thinking 
or asking. And not only is he able, but he does, over and 
over. What splendor is there anywhere on all the horizon 
to match it? 

It is through this overpowering, overwhelming abil- 
ity of his to do that God continues to present himself. 
But in revelation God's concern is no mere introduction. 
There is a dramatic purpose and very often the scene of 
high conflict standing straight in the path. You know the 
Lord by what he has done, the witness and record of it. 
You know him, too, by what he continues to do, for he 
keeps meeting life all along the way. Revelation is really 
the long list of holy events through which God quite openly 
shows his love for all who would see it as he lifts one life 
after another, breaking in each the power of evil and 
reshaping it after his holy will. Revelation is the "divine 
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will [realizing] itself in its triumph over that which is 
hostile." 2 Revelation is a showing forth of the personality 
and the will of God in the lives of suffering people. It is 
God's closing of the gap between his life and yours. Right 
here is the cutting edge and the healing power of the 
word and the intense drama which always accompanies 
God's approach to a person's life. "To acknowledge his- 
torical revelation means to acknowledge that the truth is 
not in us, that the right relation to God cannot be estab- 
lished from our side; that the breach between God and 
us is of such a nature that we can do nothing about it." 3 

But God can and he does! He does it through the life 
of his Son. In the life of Jesus Christ there is the great 
heart of revelation; and the gospel of Christ becomes the 
resounding theme of it, confirmed over and over by the 
Spirit, "the Lord and Giver of Life." 

The gospel itself is primarily the "message of 'the 
revelation of our Saviour, Jesus Christ/ and how he 'an- 
nihilated the power of death, and brought life and immor- 
tality to light/ " 4 It begins in God's mighty acts of mercy 
and love directed against all the powers of darkness, and 
so becomes the word of freedom and brings to you a whole 
new vision of life. 

That which we have heard, and seen with our own 
eyes, and put our hands on, that we preach. For the life 
was revealed, and we have seen it (I John 1) . 



*Gustaf Aulen, The Faith of the Christian Church (Philadelphia: 
Muhlenberg Press, 1948) , p. 43. Used by permission. 

3 From The Scandal of Christianity by Emil Bruimer, Copyright, 1951, 
by W. L. Jenkins, The Westminster Press. Used by permission.! 

* From The Gospel of God by Anders Nygren, translated by L. J. 
Trinterud, Copyright, 1951, by W. L. Jenkins, The Westminster Press. 
Used by permission. 
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"The death of Christ, according to Paul, not only shows 
what sin is: it also declares what God thinks of it." 

JAMES STEWART 

"And there [at Calvary], in the very act of forgiving, Cod 
has judged sin with His uttermost judgment." 

JAMES STEWART 

"The man who passes over treachery, infidelity, breach 
of confidence as if it were nothing, cannot be a true 
friend and cannot be faithful himself. . . . He who 
refuses to hear of God's wrath, judgment and con- 
demnation, will never understand Jesus Christ." 

EMIL BRUNNER 



Ill 

Creating the Crisis 



Judgment is a word which frightens most of us. 
There is something cold about it, a sense of finality. It is 
certainly not the kind of word you would take of your 
own accord and place high in the vocabulary of life. But 
just there it must stand, resolute, immovable, unbending. 
Judgment, when you begin to talk about God, is as impera- 
tive as any other word. It is woven clear across the circle 
of his ministry. But you must keep the cut of the word 
straight, see the real form and meaning of it, and that at 
the very beginning of any serious look at the portrait of 
a Christian life. 

You cannot get any real glimpse of God without hav- 
ing judgment in view. He never moves at all without 
having his very motion carry judgment with it. His voice 
is always the voice of judgment; every pronouncement of 
his love, every display of Almighty mercy, proclaim the 
word and bring it into focus. Because God is God and life 
is what it is, every glimmering facet of revelation becomes 
a judgment. Wherever God stands before you, you are 
being judged; for he is the kind of God whose very 
presence becomes a call, brings on a crisis in life, leads 
to a moment of vast decision. He is no mere friend who 
can walk a block or two along the way and then depart 
without having called forth anything much out of the 
depths of your being. His very presence surrounds life 
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with all the greatness o heaven seeking to get eternal 
hands under the load of it and eternal love into the heart 
of It. When life is confronted with such a God, it has to 
react; at such a place it simply cannot stand with its hands 
at its sides. To try is in itself a great denial. When God 
appears, your own fragment of living is shown up for 
what it is; and there is only room enough for your life's 
great "yes" or "no." His very presence becomes a judg- 
ment which no one can escape. 

That means, of course, that judgment is not just an 
occasional act of God. It is not at all that now and then 
he dons a black robe and mounting the bench of heaven 
passes the hours handing down verdicts, setting punish- 
ments and rewards, binding and freeing, and having spent 
a day at it steps down again for a while. There is nothing 
occasional or arbitrary in this great word. It is impera- 
tive in the very disclosing of God. 

The same can be said of so much that really matters 
about God with his love, for instance. You can never look 
at him without seeing that. There is no word or deed of 
his which is not wrapped in it. All that we know of him 
we know because of his love, and in all that we see of him 
we see his love. God is love, and he is never at odds with 
himself. You have never known what consistency is until 
you have traced his love across the years. In all the pages of 
history it stands as the one straight line, never rubbing out, 
never dotted. There were a good many times when people 
failed to see it; but that was their poor vision, not God's 
failing. Their eye was on something else. 

Perhaps here is where you can tie together love and 
judgment, for they must be bound. When you see God 
in judgment, you see him in his love; and here as every- 
where love displays the greater part of him. Or turn it 
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around. It is really just because he loves so greatly that 
he is forever in judgment. "To be confronted by divine 
love involves always and everywhere a judgment. To stand 
before God is to be judged/' * 

This vast judgment of God, this cutting edge of his 
love, is the sort of judgment which leads either to restora- 
tion or to rejection. Recall how the first bright sunshine 
of a spring day shows up all the winter's dirt on a window? 
How the glass with its marks of the harsh cold days is shown 
up and declared? No other witness is needed. No appeal 
is possible. Any discussion is nonsense. When you have 
noticed it, of course it matters what happens afterward. 
You can pull the blind if you like. There are some who 
have learned to discipline themselves so as not to see such 
dirt, to insist that the window is not really as smeared 
as it looks. Perhaps they learn to believe it after a bit. 
There are others who are away for the pail and rag in a 
moment. All of which becomes a parable of a sort. 

Wherever God stands, he stands in love and so in 
judgment on all that is less than his love, showing it up 
for what it is; and right at the heart of such a scene he 
compels either confession or hostility. Life, when it stands 
under divine scrutiny, is no mere parable. The saving hope 
for us all lies in the love that surrounds the judgment. 
For to declare "that the judgment of God is a judgment 
of love means that no one will be rejected and separated 
except those who have refused to tolerate the presence of 
love. . . . Love cannot abide with that individual who 
in unbelief has refused to be subdued by it/' 2 Love can 
only wait and hope and bear the aches and immense sor- 
row of what it sees. 



1 Aul&i, op. dt. f p. 172. 
* Ibid., p. 173. 
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It is with those who turn away that all the wretched- 
ness lies. It rests with those who will not free their grip 
on life, with those who will not surrender their hostility 
to the love of God. But even here you need to remind 
yourself that for such lives the tribulation and distress 
which always come in God's absence are not in them- 
selves the carefully measured punishments of God. You 
cannot stand with Job's friends, pointing and whispering, 
exclaiming, counting up the misfortunes, and saying they 
had never thought there could be such wickedness as was 
in Job; but just look at the punishment. There it was, 
measure for measure, eye for eye. The gospel would cry 
out against any such measuring out of divine punishment, 
demanding that a man must pay staggeringly for the sum 
of his insult and abuse of God. 

People are always experiencing something of the tor- 
ment and distress Job knew. The heavy toll of suffering 
and illness in all their thousand forms stand as witness of 
life's failure in the face of God's hopes and eternal pur- 
poses. Lives that are twisted and bent all out of their 
God-intended shape, wills that insist on centering in them- 
selves, loves that can only absorb, will always carry the 
fruits of weakness and the scars of defeat. God's word to 
a suffering humanity judged in all its wrongness must 
always remain a word of healing and love. 

The debt must be paid. It cannot be forgotten. That 
would make supreme folly of it all. Nor can any man pay 
it. That remains equally certain. No one of his own will 
would want to; for every life is judged and fairly bursting 
with guilt, can do nothing but add to the blunder and 
to the abuse of God's love. The holiness of God has been 
mocked and spat on in every person's life, and the wrath 
of God stands solidly against every human heart. It must; 
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for God is holy, and he cannot abide our constant rebellion 
against his mercy and grace. 

Right here, however, comes the immense miracle of it 
all. God pays the price o our folly himself. In Jesus Christ 
he takes on himself the sin and suffering and all the pay- 
ment that rightfully belong to us. "God's Son stands for 
all others. Such is the lordship of Jesus Christ, who stands 
for us before God, by taking upon himself what belongs 
to us/' 3 Now there is no point in trying to rationalize 
this or to explain it in any way at all except to say here 
again is the love of God. The very same love that keeps 
meeting us all along the way for no apparent reason on 
our part, proclaiming both the nearness and the adequacy 
of God. 

Against such a frame as this you can never see God 
merely as a stern judge, bearing in upon you, pointing up 
the ills you have, discovering the wrongs you had hoped 
were covered over even from heaven's sight. Such a scene 
of judgment calls you to lay out quite willingly all that 
you happen to be, knowing that the judgment is already 
pronounced; knowing that there is nothing to hide, that 
the cost, staggering as it is, has already been paid; believ- 
ing that the judge is also Father, loving even beyond his 
judgments. Anyone who stands in such a way before God 
sees what a gift Christ really is. No one else can ever guess. 

But what of the life that continues to refuse, that still 
stands in open rebellion? What do you say of it as it goes 
along building its high walls against the love of God? I 
would say this, that within it there surely must be anguish 
and fear and great distress, and dryness as in earth that 
receives no rain. Such a life knows no living future at 

8 Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline (New York: Philosophical Library, 
1949) , p. 119. 
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all. But I should also say that God would wander clear 
around the walls of such a life, searching for some spot 
where he could reach in and plant his own cross on the 
parched earth. He would continue hoping that the bitter, 
rotten ground of a Godless life could become the place 
where he could take on himself again the full cost of 
rejection and hear the sobs and great laughter of a life 
won back. 

History is filled from cover to cover with the record 
of divine judgment. People and nations running headlong 
against the will and hand of God. The results are the evi- 
dence. The world as we know it will continue in judgment. 
It does not seem that fear and evil and dull loveless lives 
have seen their day. They are not on the way out. 

But in their dreary midst there are lives being won 
back, glorious evidences of God's triumphant love work- 
ing through his judgment and continuing to ransom his 
own. There are even now a new people, holding with a 
perfect certainty their tremendous promise of a new 
heaven and with it the other great promise standing out 
beyond every judgment of history of a new earth. Both 
of them God's free gifts. Here lies our great hope, that 
the God who is judge is also with him who carries a cross. 
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"He, when He hung upon the fatal tree, 
Felt all the passion of the world pierce through Him, 
Nor shirked one moment of the ineluctable 
Load of the years; but from the griefs of time 
Wrought out the splendour of His eternity. 
There is no waste with God; He cancels nothing 
But redeems all/' 

DOROTHY SAYERS 



"The conflict and triumph of Christ is God's own con- 
flict and triumph; it is God who in Christ recon- 
ciled the world to himself." 

GUSTAF AULEN 



IV 
The Weight Is on Him 



Throughout this book there is one certainty that 
must be established. God is the starting point in a Chris- 
tian's conception of life. Everything hangs on God and 
his rightness. Even our wrongness does that. Without a 
clear picture of the Eternal you cannot have a correct 
understanding of anything else in life, least of all of your- 
self. When life stands in that place where it is confronted 
with a searing consciousness of the everlasting attitude of 
God toward his people, and where the full force of his 
efforts to claim his own into a kingdom of holy love be- 
come evident, such a life stands so much at the center of 
things that any movement at all is a movement away. 
Such a life has found the place of atonement, and all 
that lies behind or comes after must stand in either the 
light or the shadow of that great event in the life of 
God of which the word speaks. 

Atonement describes the event in which God by his 
own will and in his own great way has acted to restore 
all of us and bind into his kingdom a communion of 
saints. It is the proclamation of his accomplishment in 
the life of Jesus Christ. 

God at that point in history took hold of the gone-wrong 
personal world of men in a new and, to repeat the phrase, 
once-and-for-all way. But he has still, so to say, got hold of it; 
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his grip has not loosened; he is still at work with the wrongness 
in and through Christ and the completion of the work is 
still to come 1 

So long as there is history, God will be at work with 
the wrongness of life, coming to grips constantly with 
powers and principalities, with the wretched, stubborn, 
egotistical selves of men which stand so defiantly under 
the arches of heaven. You know that he will because of 
the way he acted once out of his own free will, in his own 
peculiar way, with his own life. It is just that life which 
makes the atonement, which stands in promise all across 
the future, all up and down the past not the things you 
say about it, not the teachings many people try to cut 
loose from it. It is that very life carrying off so gallantly, 
even now, all the sin and utter chaos of life and winning 
over it all. The atonement is this truth made real in 
the life of a Person. It is no 

mere announcement of general truths concerning, say, the love 
and saving purpose of God. . . . General truths cannot get 
right inside us, so to speak, and continue to get right inside 
us challenging the will, stirring the feelings, breaking up our 
obstinate resistance. They cannot pierce the hard crust of our 
egotism . . . and, when the crust reforms, pierce it again and 
again, . . . making real and credible a divine pardon which no 
guilt can turn aside. 2 

Only truth in a person can do that only truth in the 
person of God, for he alone is truth. The atonement, noth- 
ing else, can bring the freedom and the strength and the 
destiny that make life big and holy and blessed. 

1 Herbert H. Farmer, God and Men, p. 97. Used by permission of Ab- 
ingdon Press. 
*lbid. f p. 114, 
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What is really occurring is the binding together of two 
great words, yet not really that, for things bound together 
have once been separated. There is an acknowledgment 
of the indivisibility of the atonement and the incarna- 
tion God's victorious deed in Jesus Christ. The word 
and the deed stand together in the event of Jesus' life and 
resurrection. Atonement is God's idea and the steward- 
ship of his own love. It is a victory won by the Son of God 
over all the powers of this world, over all the wrongness 
in the lives of men. Through his death and by his resur- 
rection Christ frees life from the fatal grip of any adversary 
and insures its future. The whole cry of the New Testa- 
ment is the glad news of atonement, and all the credit is 
ascribed to the Lord upon the throne of grace. The atone- 
ment is God's event. Any other view "not only misunder- 
stands the Gospel, but betrays it at its crucial point." 3 

Of all the great words in our vocabulary, this stands 
foremost. It gives substance to the rest and passes judgment 
on every inadequate idea. It cuts the ground out from 
under those who would find God in nature or in any 
human effort. Atonement forms a dead end to the hopes of 
those who bank on any inevitable success of social progress 
or to those who believe in the ultimate winning out of 
human effort to the high reaches of heaven. Atonement 
places the strength and witness of a Christian life solidly 
where they belong, in the life and spirit of the gospel, 
in the fact of Jesus the Christ. 

Our finest thinking becomes dull brass before this 
truth. That all the holiness of heaven should come knock- 
ing on the door of any life for admittance is bewildering 

3 J. S. Whale, Christian Doctrine (New York: The Macmillan Co., 
1945) , p. 82. 
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in itself; but beyond that, to realize that he must bear the 
shame of what he finds in us to win us back is overwhelm- 
ing indeed. The atonement begins with the sound of God 
suffering mightily, 

not because he is just, but because he is loving; not in spite of 
his love, but because of his love; . . . because his love is ... 
unlimited. . . . [And in the atonement it is he who suffers,] 
not because he is the person that has been wronged; nay, it is 
the shame of what I have done that weighs most on him. He 
bears my shame as if it were his own, because of his great love 
for me. 4 

Out of this very anguish of God's own heart there flow 
forgiveness and the cry of faith. Surely you have paused on 
a Good Friday at the scene of it all to sing: 

In perfect love He dies; 

For me He dies, for me; 
O all-atoning Sacrifice, 

I cling by faith to Thee. 5 

The longing to atone is God's eternal attitude. It is 
more than a single page in history, the event of one chap- 
ter. On that dark hill when his heart ached with such vast 
hurt that even the nails must have seemed welcome release, 
he was declaring himself and his intentions toward his peo- 
ple for all time. "There has never been an age when it 
would have been true to say that God was not carrying 
the load of the sins of His people and thus making atone- 
ment and offering forgiveness." 6 

4 D. M. Baillie, God Was in Christ, pp. 173-74. Used by permission of 
Chas. Scribner's Sons and Faber & Faber, Ltd. 

5 Henry Baker. 

* Baillie, op. cit., p. 192. 
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Only against a background like that can you see the 
real tragedy of our time. It is not fundamentally a tragedy 
of human failures and great weariness and crumbling 
hopes. It is the boundless love of God beaten and bruised 
and whipped that forms the real tragedy. It is the sight 
of that awful love bearing the shame that flows from the 
wrongness in our lives. Atonement is the patient endur- 
ance of the Eternal in the meanest depths to which life 
could drag him, placing in that very spot a cross and a 
wild, clear hope. 

With all this, however, the outline of the word is 
still not firmly marked without one more fact. When God 
breaks down the barriers between himself and us, when 
he enters into a man's life to heal and lift it unto himself, 
he also shatters the barriers between man and his fellow 
men. 

Men, being reconciled to God, could become reconciled 
to one another, so that the most obdurate antagonisms and 
group-animosities could be and were transcended. . . . The 
whole New Testament vibrates with this note of emancipation 
and release from the burden of guilt, frustration and estrange- 
ment. 7 

Here stands the hope of the world that in the magnificent, 
atoning love of God we may know one another. Until that 
moment we are a world of strangers forever at odds with 
ourselves and wholly unable to know and love our neigh- 
bor. 

Wherever you may start in your thinking about the 
ultimate destiny of your own life, you can be certain that 

7 F. R. Barry, Recovery of Man (New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 
1949) , p. 71. 
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you will be compelled to get hold of this word before you 
can make any adequate beginning at all, before you can get 
a stone's throw along the way. For it is here that God makes 
his beginning with life. He never begins by handling the 
stuff of which you are made, never with any scrutiny of 
your fitness. God begins by confronting you with the 
quality of his own life, with the full measure of his own 
love. He does it precisely to show what your life is by 
itself and how he takes the shame of what it is after you've 
seen it atonement never comes cheaply and carries it off 
himself. Then in the place of your shame he leaves free- 
dom, understanding, and such a heart of praise that it 
sounds for all the world like the full peal of many bells 
or the strong confession of a great soul. Listen: 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, . . . and also true 
Man, ... is my Lord; Who has redeemed me, a lost and con- 
demned creature, secured and delivered me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil, not with silver and 
gold, but with His holy and precious blood, and with His 
innocent sufferings and death; in order that I might be His, 
live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlast- 
ing righteousness, innocence and blessedness. 8 

This is the atonement! This is the deed of God! For- 
ever unmatched, forever yours! "This is most certainly 

true: 7 9 



8 Martin Luther. 
* Ibid. 
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"And why not. . . . Why not God's grace? We walk upon 
it, we breathe it; we live and die by it; it makes the 
nails and axles of the universe." 

R. L. STEVENSON 

4 'Cheap grace is the preaching o forgiveness without 
requiring repentance, baptism without Cliurch dis- 
cipline, Communion without confession, absolution 
without contrition. Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship, grace without the Cross, grace without 
Jesus Christ. . . . 

"Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field. ... It 
is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is 
grace because it gives a man the only true life. . . . 
It is costly because it cost God the life of His Son: 
. . . and what has cost God much cannot be cheap 
for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not 
reckon His Son too dear a price to pay for our life, 
but delivered Him up for us. Costly grace is the In- 
carnation of God/' 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER 



V 
A Spirit Like His Own 



Someone who knows art very well can walk into a 
gallery and pick out the work of one artist after another. 
Of course the reason why is very simple. Wherever an 
artist has really expressed himself, there will be something 
distinctive in whatever he paints. It does not matter what 
the subject is; the quality will be there. It may be the deli- 
cate shading of a color which keeps reappearing, or the 
general texture, or the manner of interpretation. What- 
ever it is, it forms a kind of signature to the work. 

There is also something like that in looking at the 
great pictures of Scripture and of the Christian life. There 
is a spirit that gets into one after another of the pictures 
of God and his people the portraits he has done. The 
word for it is grace. It is not always called that. Sometimes 
in the Old Testament it is referred to as God's favor or 
his lovingkindness. The New Testament on occasion calls 
it his goodness. Paul is the one who really picks up the 
word grace and gives it a thrust high up beside God's love 
and mercy and peace, with the biggest and best of all you 
can say about him. 

In a very real sense grace is simply God's redeeming 
love in action, his "divine initiative.'* l Grace is the evi- 
dence of Christ's sustaining presence in a person's life. 
"The Bible is the story of the saving work of God, that is, 

1 Gustaf Auldn. 
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of the grace of God. Without grace there would never 
have been a chosen people, nor any story to tell at all." 2 
And not only in the Bible but all across history this is 
true. Moreover, the gracious love of God must always reach 
"out across the no-man's land of the historic war of men 
against God." 3 Grace to all who know it is always unde- 
served and totally unmerited. No man ever had the slight- 
est claim on it. And that, says Paul, is the wonder and 
marvel of grace. He says it looking about at his own life. 
"That God in grace should have looked upon the sons of 
men at all was a thing to bring any man to his feet with 
shouts of joy; but that God should have looked upon him, 
the persecutor of God's cause, . . . was a thing to bow him 
to the ground in amazed, adoring gratitude." 4 

For Paul the simple, compelling love of God toward 
him in the redeeming ministry of Jesus Christ strikes a 
glorious theme which runs through all his writing. Look 
through the epistles and see how they start with it and 
end with it seem, in fact, to be held up in it. "The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" it is the lifeblood of the whole 
New Testament. 

Of course, when you say the "grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," as Paul is constantly doing in a dozen ways, you 
are really acknowledging the grace of God. For the very 
best, the fullest, of all God's love and initiative and good- 
ness toward you is in Christ. The whole life of Jesus is 
tremendous witness that it is truly God's nature to love 

2 N. H. Snaith in Theological Word Book of the Bible, p. 101. Copyright 
1951 by The Macmillan Co. and used by their permission. 

S H. R. Niebuhr, Christ and Culture (New York: Harper & Bros., 
1951) , p. 151. 

* James S. Stewart, A Man in Christ (New York: Harper & Bros., 
1935) , p. 146. Used by permission. 
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and to give, and to those who have deserved nothing but 
the full hand of his wrath. "Our hope is in nothing we 
have done ourselves, but in that infinite grace of God." 5 
Or as we have sung over and again, 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' Blood and Righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' Name. 



I rest on His unchanging grace. 6 

You can see what a shocking thing this word is to a 
man at first. Grace sounds the note of defeat for our pride 
and self-sufficiency. It plays havoc with every illusion of 
personal grandness. At the very beginning grace is a 
completely unnatural word because it stands directly 
against the very nature of men. It is not the least bit com- 
mon for any of us, I warrant, to go about feeling that 
everything of any real worth in us depends on God all 
the goodness and power and promise and glory. Grace is 
a word that had to be introduced. It is a word which could 
never exist until God gave it a definition. 

It is this unnatural givingness of God which causes 
the tension life feels in the presence of Christ. Most people 
are willing enough to allow that God was the creator, that 
he led Israel out of Egypt with a very stirring display of 
his ability and might. It is easy to recall with delight how 
he chose the prophets and equipped them for their hazard- 
ous tasks, how he sent his own Son once into history. Or 
even that Jesus gave his life on a cross for humanity. That 

5 E. F. Scott, Paul's Epistle to the Romans (New York: Chas. Scribner's 
Sons, 1947) , p. 44. 
* Edward Mote. 
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Is all big and fine and worthy of God without doubt; but 
it also remains safely remote from our own moment, far 
enough off to be admired without having the disturbing 
truth of each great event press into our own living too 
sharply. Grace, however, builds a bridge between. It always 
arrives finally at being God's encounter with you. God in 
grace stands squarely before you and claims your life. He 
hopes, in fact, to convince you that you simply cannot work 
out any real solution to life all by yourself, that there just 
is no way other than his. There was a psalmist who saw 
something of it once and wrote: "Behold the Lord, the 
Ruler, hath come: and the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory are in His hand." That sums up Scripture's con- 
stant testimony that God's strength and love and faith- 
fulness are all a person can really count on. It credits every 
bit of real sufficiency to the Eternal. And further declares 
it is this very sufficiency he stands waiting to bestow on 
you. It is his own hand that keeps reaching down to where 
you are, hoping against hope that you will let it take hold 
of your life as it has of so many others and lift it and hold 
it close. That magnificent act on the part of God is grace. 
It is the establishment of his own life and love in you. 
It is the kind of word which must in every generation 
make all people who are really serious about getting on 
with God declare over and again: "We poor sinners con- 
fess unto Thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, 
that ... we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seek- 
ing and imploring Thy grace." And all for the sake of 
Jesus Christ! And no one has ever been turned away! 
However, to refuse grace is to refuse God himself, his love, 
his forgiveness, his blessing all of it. There is no way to 
him except that through which he comes to you. You can- 
not pick out a path to him on your own. 
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Grace, then, is God's ceaseless love coining through 
the life of Christ to your life, not because of who you are 
but because of who God is, to offer you a complete new 
life in himself. It holds the power to change your life from 
whatever it was with its uncertainties and fears and shal- 
lowness into something wholly new. The life of grace, 
said Paul, "is radical. The believer dies to his old life and 
begins again, as if he had not lived before." 7 Paul's life was 
built on it. 

You can rightly claim that grace is God in his power- 
ful, active love standing in direct relation to your life. 
This relationship comes through and is sustained by what 
the Church across centuries of dedicated living has called 
the means of grace. These are the high places, the holy 
ground, where God touches the lives of people in his gra- 
cious love. These means of grace include the Word and 
the sacraments. 

The first thing to say about each of them is that they 
are not primarily concerned with what you may do. It is not 
so much that you go to Communion or that you say your 
prayers. They are really words standing for the "power of 
God which is active in the weakness of men." 8 They are 
words telling of what God does. 

The Bible, for instance, is never just a record of what 
people long past thought about God, never just a historic 
account of how it was in those days of Galilee and Geth- 
semane. The Bible certainly was not written by God and 
handed down across the ages as some have claimed in 
some sort of preserved estate. The Bible is a living wit- 
ness to his mighty acts and charged events. It is that wit- 
ness carried into this moment and into this circumstance. 

T Scott, op. dt. t p. 44. 
8 Aul&i, op. tit., p. 360. 
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It is God's own wholly loving Word addressed to each of 
you, sounding through your ears. It is God speaking at 
last to your own life. It is he calling your name out of 
all the ranks and standing before you to present himself. 

The sacraments on their part do not stand, either, 
for what you have to bring to God. It is no sacrifice on 
your side that counts. The real grace of the sacraments 
lies in this, that having brought your meager bit and laid 
it before the mercy seat, in the quietness that follows you 
can receive. There is the word to underscore. It is what 
you receive that matters most. Here you can expose life 
to the promptings of God, can put your own lives in that 
open place where love and mercy and strength flow freely 
down like clean good air across the spirit leaving a fresh- 
ness and a strength that are God's own. 

The gracious word of Communion declares something 
to your life much more comforting and hopeful, much 
more grand and glorious, than anything you can hear 
elsewhere. Here there are a hope and a promise unexcelled. 
God's deeds and his word stand life up against eternal 
horizons. The best part of all life is God's presence in it 
his power breaking open the small limits of it, raising it 
through Christ and setting it out on a new high course, 
leaving life on our side convinced that "from his fullness 
have we all received, grace upon grace." Exclaiming over 
and again that 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling, 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace. 9 

* Augustus Montague Toplady. 
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Knowing that every time we meet, we go away much the 
richer and the more blessed for our meeting. 

Surely you have known the meaning of it, have seen 
such a grace illumining the dull, dark places of your own 
life, and have found visions of it also in that of another. 
Always it is evidence of the nearness and love of the Lord. 
Grace rests like a signature of the Almighty across any 
life which is his, in which his Spirit abides. You have really 
said the most you can say for any person when you say 
as Paul did so frequently for all the Church, "The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you/* 
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"Hush! the Lord Christ Is praying for you! And what is 
it He asks for us? That we be given such a spirit of 
unity and brotherliness and Christlikeness that peo- 
ple, coming upon us, will look at us, and look again, 
and then from us to Jesus Christ, seeking the ex- 
planation of us there/' 

ARTHUR J. GOSSIP 



"Consider the incredible love that the Father has shown 
us in allowing us to be called 'children of God' 
and that is not just what we are called, but what 
we are. Our heredity on the Godward side is no 
mere figure of speech which explains why the 
world will no more recognise us than it recognised 
Christ." (I John 2.) 

J. B. PHILLIPS 



VI 
The Gift of a Name 



Some words are like the rising o a curtain. They set 
the stage for action. Adoption is like that. It is an active, 
dramatic word. Even when you meet it clear outside the 
covers of the Bible, it is the kind of word that tells a story, 
that gets close to the pulse of life. And when you see how 
the word looms through the pages of the New Testament, 
how it stretches across the background of all Scripture's 
record, then you see how decidedly it must show in any 
portrait of a Christian. 

To see the New Testament use of the word is of utmost 
importance because it sets out the right slant in your ap- 
proach to any proper understanding of God's relation to 
your life at every point in the way. Most of us start at the 
wrong end of the word. In adoption we think of becoming 
parents, of establishing a family. We look, as it were, from 
the top down. But the New Testament claims that posi- 
tion for God. When it talks about adoption as it does in 
the grandest of ways with a voice vibrant and glowing, it 
is talking all the while about becoming sons. From be- 
ginning to end a Christian life is the story of an adoption, 
of becoming a child of God. And then by his good grace 
becoming heirs, children and heirs to all the glory of 
heaven. There is the hope of our high calling. 

Here, then, is the kind of word that sets a scene in 
which the whole heart and will of God are laid open, 
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where the radiance of divine mercy sparkles in its full 
glory. It leads you to an exclamation like this. That God 
should be the kind of God who would stoop to stubborn, 
sinful humanity to me in all my wretchedness and claim 
me and a whole host of others into his kingdom and give 
us all his name is the greatest conceivable wonder. 

That is the size of the word. It begins with God's 
choice of you to become his own. It never begins with 
your choice of him to become your God. You simply 
cannot sign up to membership in God's kingdom. You 
have no kind of claim on him at all until he calls you 
son, until he says, "Come." Adoption "is not the common 
property of men by creation but is conferred by God's 
free choice through an event . . . and is a sheer act of 
grace.*' l God sent forth his Son that we might become 
sons. Here is the sharp focus of it. Our "sin, in making us 
godless, has made us as orphans, and . . . the grace of God, 
which is at once the remission of past sin, and the gift 
of eternal life, restores to our orphan spirits their Father 
and to the Father of spirits His lost children." 2 There is 
no better tonic anywhere for life's vanity and pride than a 
good long look at a word like this. It is the fountainhead 
of humility. It means that whatever lasting worth your life 
holds is openly conferred and freely given by God. 

Furthermore, adoption translates life. That is why you 
cannot touch it for drama and excitement anywhere else. 
It confers on a person a new name and a new future. 
Adoption takes a life caught up in the maze of laws and 
fears, shattered hopes, oppressive guilts, unsatisfied long- 
ings, and thrusts it up near God until it comes through 

1 R. H. Fuller in Theological Word Book of the Bible, p. 16. 
* J. M. Campbell, The Nature of the Atonement (New York: The Mac- 
miilan Co., 1895), pp. 147-48. 
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straight Into the throne room of grace. And such a life Is 
no longer a slave bound hand and soul, but a new person 
free to stand in the dignity of the Father because it bears 
his name, and now behind it is his unfailing promise. 

Adoption begins in humility, conscious always of 
the Father's initial great action. But it also stands straight 
and tall in an equal consciousness of the continuing faith- 
fulness of the Father's love. "Come the whole universe 
against him, the man who knows his sonship of God can 
remain untroubled and unshaken. One word of the living 
God means more than a thousand loud hectoring voices 

of this earth That is the adopted soul's high confidence; 

and it stands against the world." 3 

The simple fact is you cannot know God until you 
call him Father, and you can call him Father only because 
he first calls you son, because he shares the sonship of Christ 
with you. And in this great adventure you further dis- 
cover that in your life the broad experience of your 
adoption becomes that mighty act whereby God dares into 
your hand something of the ministry of Jesus Christ. The 
truth is when we become Christian, we come into some 
part of the life and labor of Christ himself. 

Adoption is rather like stepping from the darkness 
into a lighted room. It is a movement from loneliness to 
companionship, from insecurity to reassuring certainty, 
and from unknowing into great glimpses of truth. Adop- 
tion is God's action by which he claims you along with 
every other believer into his family, into that blessed, 
luminous company of dedicated souls who are as they are 
because they are part of something vast and abiding and 
Godly. 

8 Stewart, op. cit., p. 255. 
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Fieri you have none of your own In this world, you 
adopt, "to escape the fear of loneliness, to share your love, 
youm: home, and the efforts and dreams of a whole life- 
time. Goci too! For he must love and create and share 
the sbandant goodness that is his. All across the years you 
conn ii pon him gathering around him those who will yield 
themselves, those who will trust him with their hearts 
and minds, with those who will attempt His will. From 
age to age he stands in the midst of those who will give 
praise and not desire it, and among those who with him 
will seek the needs of others for love's sake. He is in their 
midst as a shepherd would be among his sheep or as a 
fatkcr "with his children. Unto these he giveth power 
and whiat a prize it is "to become the sons of God." 



Gospel is not about us. It is about God in 
and what can happen in this hope forsaken world 
when He claims us for His purpose/' 

PAUL SCHERER 



"Where there is no Gospel there is no God, but only sin 
and damnation." 

MARTIN LUTHER 



"The spirit of this world has blinded the minds of those 
who do not believe, and prevents the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, the image of God, from 
shining on them. For it is Christ Jesus the Lord 
Whom we preach, not ourselves; we are your serv- 
ants for His sake." (II Cor. 4:3-5.) 

J, B. PHILLIPS 



VII 
A Voice Across the Ages 



Those radiant souls which were the first to find them- 
selves on this side of Easter made a startling discovery. 
Life had taken on a new dimension. To be a Christian 
was to become a herald, a trumpeter of the King. Living 
became a proclamation. That word of hope, that promise 
of resurrection, that strange event which changed all his- 
tory, became life's message, became the word that they 
were compelled to speak. It was a living, dynamic dis- 
closure of heaven's best love; they had seen it and heard 
it. They were bound to it and bound to deliver it to the 
world. That very word was the gospel. 

Have you ever gone walking in the woods and heard 
somewhere in the distance the rushing of water, that most 
delightful of woodland sounds, without knowing where 
it came from, and then walked on until at last you turned 
a curve or mounted the crest of a hill and saw the un- 
matched beauty of a mountain stream with a falls at the 
head of it, rising straight before you? It is the experience 
of a distant sound come alive before your eyes. The gospel 
is like that a sudden change in the scene. But much 
more, it is the sort of change which makes a revolutionary 
difference in a man's life. For long arduous centuries there 
had been sounds on the air, breaking in now and again 
with promises of a better day and hopes of a finer future. 
There had been chants that rose over and over from weary 
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hearts for deliverance and strength, prayers for healing, 
the sobering sounds of divine judgment. People had heard 
them all as they plodded across the years. But now they 
could see, and the spray was upon them. The gospel began 
as the good news of fulfillment. It began with the Word 
become flesh. It rose straight out of the life of Christ. It 
was his life which made the gospel a living water. It was 
from the very start the good news of Jesus Christ, nur- 
tured in the event of his life and resurrection, telling forth 
God's mighty act to redeem his people. 

The good news of the gospel is soundly rooted in the 
reality of what God has done. It is the disclosure of the 
great fact of atonement. It is the truth. It is a word break- 
ing in across the world. But more than that it is a mes- 
sage. 

It is not merely an account of a mighty act which God 
once performed, but which now belongs only to the past. It is 
a word which is "living and powerful." It lays hold with power 
on our existence and makes that which once took place through 
Christ living and powerful in our present life unto salvation 
and liberation from those powers of destruction. 1 

That sounds the highest note of the word. The gospel 
is not only a recounting of what God once did; it is a 
message addressed to every person. It is God's address to 
you. 

The written Gospels themselves are not just records 
of the historic fact of Jesus' life and ministry, no mere 
collection of his teachings nor highlights on the way. 
They are the rushing waters themselves. They differ from 
any other historical writings. They have today the same 

*Nygren, op. cit. f p. 40. 
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strength and urgency as those first sermons of the apostles, 
the first preaching of Peter or Paul. They are the spot 
where God stands himself, speaking, bringing his message 
straight to your life. "If one does not hear the Gospel as 
a message, it is no longer the Gospel which he hears. For 
gospel means just 'good news/ a message of joy." 2 

On both sides of the street beyond the front door of 
my home are historical markers placed to commemorate 
revolutionary war generals who lived here as neighbors and 
were in their day men of some fame. As I read these 
markers, it is interesting to know the spot where I now 
live has roots that go back in history. Because of the signs, 
I recall the events which involved the lives of those two 
men and must have been the subject of conversation up 
and down the street during those tense years of revolu- 
tion. The affairs of those years and the careers of those 
two men of history were for a while also the messages 
passed across every garden fence on our street and some 
of them out across the country. Today those lives and 
events are recalled with markers, but they do not remain 
as the messages of our day. They are only the remembered 
and honored moments of history. To many people the 
gospel has become much like that. The written Word is 
not much more than a historic marker telling about the 
life and teachings of Jesus, honored and respected widely 
enough, but with no real word breaking into the circum- 
stances and across the fears of this moment, magnificently 
calming the waves and stilling the storms which threaten 
to engulf life and sometimes do. What God did once in the 
person of his own Son, he stands ready to do for you. 
That is the message with its deep historical roots and 

* Ibid., p. 29. 
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with Its power to transform completely a person's life 
in this moment. The gospel is never just history; it is al- 
ways news. 

It is because life is forever struggling against the 
powers of darkness, against sin and the dominion of death, 
that this news, this message, maintains its unceasing 
urgency. It is forever a message that heals and saves. It 
is a word of hope. It is the deep shadow and radiant light 
of the cross framing and filling your life. Because of this 
the gospel is always God's word to man, never man's word 
to man, for the "message of the cross or rather the event 
itself is the divine medium by which forgiveness is given 
the full weight of the unheard-of, the incomprehensible 
and, seen from man's side, the impossible." 8 The gospel 
can never be torn from the life of Jesus, can never be just 
an account of the record of that life. It becomes the very 
ministry of the Lord, whispered and read and preached 
and lived across the years. It becomes the rushing waters 
from on high flowing down to the spot where you stand 
full of forgiveness and mercy, with "power and might/* 

It is here in this gospel that life's real power and might 
are disclosed. It is the good news of God's continuing 
eagerness to reach into the life of any person at all and 
rescue it, claim it back again and place it securely within 
his kingdom. It is his desire to break off the shackles that 
bind us all and grant instead the immense freedom of life 
and spirit which are his alone to give. The gospel is God's 
word of liberty to those imprisoned, his word of healing 
to the sick, his word of life to the dying, and his word of 
grace to the sinful. 

However, the gospel is not just the freely offered 
word spoken so wondrously across the distance from God 

5 Brunner, op. cit., p. 8L 
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to us. It is freely offered, but to all who hear and receive 
it the gospel is also a commission. It speaks of a divine 
vocation which awaits every one of God's children. Hearing 
must be accompanied by doing. The simple parable of 
the sower is a superb account of how freely God casts his 
goodness across all of us, places it easily within reach of 
any person; but that same story carries a deep analysis 
of the soil, too. You never have to worry about God; but 
collecting the lives to receive and obey him, finding the 
hearts and minds in which his will and peace can really 
bloom there is a real concern. Never minimize the re- 
sponsibility of hearing God. His word may be a comfort 
and a blessing and does surround life with a great promise. 
But it also brings a call to arms and places life in a setting 
where a real use of life becomes one's greatest concern. 
The second commandment, said Jesus, carries the same 
weight as the first. The need to get holy love into your 
dealings with everyone else is just as much a part of re- 
ceiving the gospel as hearing of his great care for you. 
That makes the gospel more than a mere word spoken to 
you by God. It becomes a message which passes clear 
through your lives into the world around you. Gall it ethics 
if you like, or stewardship, or social concern. It is really 
the expansion of the same gospel flooding life and giving 
to all these other words their best content, their only 
real and enduring substance. The gospel is that word by 
which a man is made free and is made a disciple. And it 
comes to us constantly from the Lord himself. 

The gospel is the good news of a rescue and leads on 
to the sight of a rescued life spending itself for the sake 
of those still captive. The gospel is God's word of life, 
and it points to the vision of reborn saints seeking those 
still in peril of losing their lives. The gospel is clearly 

61 



REDISCOVERING THE WORDS OF FAITH 

visible when the love and mercy of God become the only 
accountable explanation for the deeds and conversations 
of a person's life. The gospel is a word and an enlistment 
and a promise. It is love and service and blessing. It is the 
power and great might of God turning the world upside 
down to announce his kingdom and to claim his own. 
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"The patient retains beside Mm all the day long the help 
"which the physician prescribes, so as to use it con- 
stantly; whereas the physician sees him only now 
and then, and only now and then does he see the 
physician. But when the Helper is the help, He 
must remain with the patient all the day long, or 
the patient with Him. Oh, wonderful! That it is 
this very Helper who invites all!" 

S0REN KIERKEGAARD 

"Without the Sacraments the Church would long ago 
have disappeared, and with the passing o the 
Church would have gone also Christian faith and 
the Bible. The Sacraments are the divinely given 
flying buttresses which save the Church from col- 
lapse." 

EMIL BRUNNER 

"Therefore whoso eateth of this Bread and drinketh of 
this Cup, firmly believing the words of Christ, 
dwelleth in Christ, and Christ in him, and hath 
eternal life/* 

Common Service Book 



VIII 
Sustained from Day to Day 



The flying buttress brought about a complete revolu- 
tion in architecture for the church builders of the Middle 
Ages. The sacraments have done the same thing for life. 
Before the days of the buttress the walls of a church were 
massive, thick, heavy. They had small windows, and inside 
it was dark. The walls had to carry all the weight of the 
roof. Then one day men began raising great columns of 
stone outside the walls and fastened them with a few 
arches to the roof. Something like a miracle happened. 
The weight was lifted from the walls. Now it was possible 
to cut large windows in them, filled with glorious stained 
glass, recounting the majestic deeds of Christian history 
and a soaring record of the Gospels. The buttresses carried 
the weight and let the walls become a witness. In a living 
sense the sacraments do the same. They "are the divinely 
given flying buttresses which save the Church from col- 
lapse." l Through them the weight is lifted and great 
windows are cut into life through which God's mercy 
streams in all its wonder, bringing life to its knees with 
praise on its lips, flooding it with all the colors of glory. 

The sacraments, the sacred acts of the Church, are 
impressive enough just on the basis of their antiquity. 
When you look in upon the earliest moments of Christian 

1 Emil Brainier, Our Faith (New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1949) , 
p. 104. Used by permission. 
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history, you find them claiming the closest attention and 
reverence of those first pilgrims in the faith. At the very 
beginning you discover their common usage. There never 
was a day when Christians were without baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. There were long years before the Bible was 
written out in full. The Church as we know it blossomed a 
good season after the soil had been turned. The liturgy 
was the development of long experimental centuries. But 
right there at the beginning were the Word and the sacra- 
ments. 

It couldn't be otherwise. They are God's starting point. 
And they are inseparable, for God's Word always comes 
arm in arm with a sacred act. He never just talks. And there 
cannot be, even in smallest measure, a sacred act without 
having the "Word" of God in it. Even to try and think of 
the Word of the gospel and the deed of the sacraments as 
being separated is to rip the life from each. The gospel, 
God's news, is that message "concerning Christ [in which] 
there is never a word that is not likewise a deed but neither 
is there ever a deed which is without the word." 2 Or to put 
it a bit differently: "that which takes place in the sacra- 
inents is that the Lord Christ by them incorporates us into 
Himself, and makes us living members in the body of 
Christ, in the Church." 3 Through the sacraments "Christ 
invades the realm of Satan, lays hold on Hs own, and 
creates for Himself His Church." 4 And that is precisely 
the same claim made by the Word. It is just that message 
which has been whispered and sung and cherished along 

2 Nygren, op. cit. f p. 68. 

8 Ibid., p. 69. 

* Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Disdpleship, tr. R. H. Fuller (New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1949) , p. 175. Copyright 1948 by The Mac* 
millan Co. 
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the years, in and out of all the places where men have 
wandered and built and hoped and achieved. 

That is the sheer, undisputable priority of the sacra- 
ments as they claim so prominent a place in our own Chris- 
tian teaching and experience placing, as it were, their 
seal of Almighty love and mercy upon us. They are God's 
own way of carrying the weight of our lives, his way of get- 
ting it off us so that we may be translated into something a 
good deal more noble, into something inspiring, into some- 
thing that looks for all the world like a child of God. 

Perhaps the matter can be stated in a very simple way, 
like this. The sacraments are God's message enacted, as it 
always is, in life. But there is another side to it. The sacra- 
ments also establish and maintain the fellowship of faith 
among the believers. That was one of the discoveries of the 
New Testament. God's acts are always creating a fellow- 
ship, and in turn they bar the doors of Christian living 
most resolutely against any possibility of one's being a 
"private" Christian. One who can go it alone, who has his 
own knowledge and his own ways with the Almighty. "In- 
deed the aim of the Word of God is to conquer this solitude 
by leading us out of our isolation into fellowship with one 
another. God's Word and fellowship are inseparable." 5 To 
put it squarely: at the very beginning of your life as a 
Christian you are baptized not only out of sin but into the 
Church. God's mightiest efforts are never just cancellations. 
They are always creative and promise filled. And they 
stand the same for every person. Without taking a single 
look to see who you are, the service of baptism begins, "For- 
asmuch as all men . . . ." And when we turn to the simple 
confession of the Communion, every person among us finds 

* Brunner, Our Faith, p. 106. 
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a common ground underfoot. You may bring with you as 
you come a guilt that makes life lonely or some inner pride 
that keeps twisting your love back onto yourself. But if you 
come honestly, acknowledging your own needs, you soon 
discover that God has a way of linking your spirit to his 
own and to a host of others. 

The apostle Paul kept declaring in his own way that 
baptism is always a death and a resurrection. It is the death 
of all that keeps life separated and bound off alone, but 
it is also that simple and amazing act in which God claims 
a person into his presence. It is God's way of opening the 
door and calling you in from a wretched, solitary darkness 
to the illumined destiny of his kingdom. From death to 
resurrection. From isolation to fellowship. That is the 
strong act of baptism. 

In the Lord's Supper the same message reads on. The 
death in baptism happens only once. But the life is faith- 
fully nourished and blessed. Participation in the Holy 
Communion means that God's life in you is renewed and 
broadened and strengthened. Communion is the word be- 
coming daily a mightier act and a nobler deed in your life. 
The Lord's Supper strengthens the buttresses and en- 
larges the windows, filling them with grander views of the 
ministry of Christ. It is the word of the living Presence, 
the power of the Eternal let loose in you. In those first dif- 
ficult days, when there was only a small handful of disciples 
with no authority to go on and precious little record be- 
hind them to draw from, they did eat and drink. It was 
Christ's command. And as they obeyed it, they won out 
against all the odds which stood against them. That was 
Christ's promise, and it still stands. 

The sacraments are always woven through and rimmed 
with mystery. All God's deeds are. They constantly become 
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the scene of miracles. They are an eternal declaration of 
his boundless will to forgive. They are the sustaining cer- 
tainty that life can always be greater and nobler than it 
ever has been. They are a blessed mark of God's patience, 
of his unyielding love, and of his unqualified mercy. They 
hold the best of all you can say about him or that you can 
hope for yourself. 

Our "Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 
took bread . . . ." But was it on just one night, one unfor- 
getable night? I know of others. The account can also go 
like this. Though he is betrayed every night and all the day 
long, still he takes bread and blesses it and gives it, and the 
cup too, both of them, to his disciples, seeing clear through 
their weakness and undeserving hearts as he does it. He 
gives them not only the cup and the loaf but himself to 
strengthen them as only he can and to renew his promise of 
an everlasting life in his kingdom. He gives himself so 
generously to each one for his uplifting, for his edifying, 
for his redemption. 

It is there in the record for everyone. As many as are 
baptized into Jesus are baptized into his resurrection. And 
he seals it over and again with a wafer and a cup. 

I hope that with increased assurance you are brought 
back, again and again, because of what he does for you, 
to lift your prayer with all the others who together say: 
"For this thy salutary gift, we give thee thanks." 
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"The real truth of course is that to attend church Is 
about the most dangerous thing anyone of us can 
possibly do. For this is God's Church and he is here. 
This is Christ's body and he is in the midst. At any 
moment the sword of his Spirit may descend upon 
us to pierce the armour of our pride and self-right- 
eousness and sin and leave us naked and defenceless. 
At any hour his voice may sound In our hearts and 
electrify us into action, sending us forth to chal- 
lenge the world and do battle with the principalities 
and powers which seek to rule It." 

A* IAN BURNETT 



"The promises of God are not given to those who think 
to serve Him in separation from their fellow men, 
or who try to love Him without at the same time 
loving one another. There is no surer way of allow- 
ing our spiritual life to sink Into morbid unreality 
than by refusing to join with the congregation of 
the faithful." 

JOHN BAILLIE 



IX 

Saints Around the Cross 



There is one real advantage in living at the foot of 
a mountain. When your own daily round of life gets to be 
too much and little problems grow large, you can always 
drive up to the top and look down on the place where you 
live and far beyond it at all the rest of the life that moves 
about. Such a view places the circle of your own life in 
the frame of much bigger horizons, and that vision helps 
to make things get back into their right shape. I have an 
idea perhaps that is the approach to take when beginning 
to think about the word Church. Instead of plunging right 
in with an examination of your own church, its problems 
and frailties and glories and the like, it might be more 
profitable to start with a walk out the other way and up 
the high path. 

I remember standing one day examining some of the 
very beautiful carved stone figures which were arranged 
along the outside of a great old cathedral. These ancient, 
weatherworn figures had a tremendous story to tell. They 
were witness to whole ages of Christian history. But it was 
not until I had gone way off and looked again that I could 
make the discovery that the whole cathedral behind the 
carvings was built in the form of a cross. That long view 
somehow said something. It declared that when you put 
the story of all the saints and kings and martyrs and 
sculptors together, when you add up their whole witness, 
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you really have a story that Is held together by a Christ and 
tells of a cross. 

That view of a cathedral became a parable in stone 
that hints strongly at the real meaning of the Church. For 
the real meaning of the Church, which stands with a hymn 
on its lips defiantly and strongly victorious against every 
force of evil and every trick of the devil, is something much 
bigger, much more deeply etched into the whole pic- 
ture of God's history in this world, than we are likely to see 
if we just keep looking at the details, the human portraits, 
the organizations and programs, which are so much of 
what the Church has come to mean in this busy day as we 
see it close up. All these may be vitally necessary in the 
whole structure and ministry of the Church. But we ought 
to see the larger meaning glowing brilliantly behind every 
detail and brooding over it all. And the details and minis- 
tries, if they are really doing what God intends the work 
of his Church to do, must lead us straight to the heart of 
what the Church really is in all its bigness and majesty and 
hope. 

We continually need the kind of view of the Church 
that gets above what we see and do, that takes what we see 
and do and lifts it all to the place where it has its finest 
meaning and real shape in what God is seeing and trying 
to do. That is where we have to start. That is precisely 
where the Church started. It was God's idea. It was his 
event. It began with the life of Jesus Christ. He gathered 
up all history around the form of a cross and, setting out 
from there, fashioned a new community of people reaching 
clear along the years with a sacred act and a Holy Word to 
make it visible in the world and to bind it to himself. When 
we sing about this act of his, the lines appear like this: 
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The Church's one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation 

By water and the word. 1 

Or it could be said this way: "Thus the Church is consti- 
tuted by the event ... of the preaching of the Gospel and 
the administering of the Sacraments, and so by Christ Him- 
self acting through and present in Gospel and Sacraments 
. . . where the voice of Christ is heard and Christ offers Him- 
self." 2 That is the scope of what we are really saying every 
Sunday when we confess together, "I believe in the . . . 
holy Christian Church/' That holiness is not referring to 
the quality of our lives. It is saying something about God's 
Son. It is saying that the Church is the work of his hand, 
that it is his Holy Spirit which makes it and his presence 
which makes it holy. 

Bring to mind a moment that amazing day of Pente- 
cost. There was a preaching of the gospel and a service of 
baptism, and the Church was born. The communion of 
saints was on its way, for "the one, holy, Christian Church 
which Christ gathers among all men by the means of grace 
is a communion of saints/* 3 They are saints, those whom he 
gathers, because they live a new life in him, because they 
know their sins are forgiven, and because they are a people 
set apart, called to a holy vocation. That is the proclama- 
tion of Pentecost. That is what the coming of the Spirit is 
all about. 

You will never have any picture of that Church which 

1 Samuel Stone. 

3 Edmund SchHnk In The Nature of the Church, ed. R. N. Flew (New 
York: Harper & Bros., 1952) p. 61. 
Ibid., p. 266. 
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has stood against all the bludgeonings o the centuries 
bringing forceful words to the lips of all ranks of men 
until you begin with the God whose cross gives shape to it, 
whose presence sustains it, and by whose Spirit all manner 
of folk are being born into a Godly fellowship. Through 
the life of Jesus Christ, God has chosen people all up and 
down the ranks of life with all the differences under 
heaven, with no possible kinship. He has reconciled them 
to himself, has gathered them around his cross, and has 
bound them together into a new community 

Singing songs o expectation 
Marching to the promised land. 4 

So far we have been concerned with just one Church. 
That is all there is really. The one Church God knows is 
not primarily a certain type of organization and is not de- 
pendent on an order of service (though such an order may 
be a real value) . It is not even formed just because there 
Is a society of people in possession of a Bible. Nor Is a 
"Christian congregation a school of people assenting to 
any correct doctrine: . . . Primarily it is a company of be- 
lievers." 5 It is the company of believers. It "is one in all 
ages and in all places." 6 There is one great communion of 
God's faithful. It has been clearly visible many times with 
its deeds of mercy and reconstruction, rising up out of 
hatreds and chaos, out of the rubble and waste which have 
marred so many pages of history. It has been seen again 
and again redeeming lives and translating despair into 
hope and defeat Into victory, and never more than in our 

*Bernhardt Ingemann, 

B J. S. Whale, What Is a Living Church? (New York: Harper & Bros., 
1938) , p. 41. 

* Eric H. Wahlstrom, The Nature o/ the Church, p. 266. 
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own day. The Church was evident first in Jerusalem and 
then in Corinth and Rome. Next it appeared in an isolated 
monastery or raising its towers above the roofs of a small 
town. Now you find it out among the hills or in the thick 
of any city. In every instance it has broken in upon the 
pages of history with a Word and a dedicated act, ennobling 
life and blessing it. 

But you cannot stop with that sort of over-all pic- 
ture. It needs to be fastened down somewhere. There in the 
foreground of the whole view is the church to which you 
belong, where you go to pray and worship. There is the 
place where you keep finding new courage and opportunity 
for service. There are those who kneel beside you at the 
altar. You must come back to all this to continue a portrayal 
of the Church. There would be no real picture at all if 
you did not come to the place where your own living fits in. 
It is never enough to have mere thoughts of "the Church/* 
There must also be a view of the church in some place, as 
a spot on the map. Paul is constantly calling attention to 
that. He writes "to all God's beloved in Rome" and "to 
all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi" and 
again "to the church of God which is at Corinth." And 
now to you in your own congregation. 

Against such a background as this the Church continues 
to keep a person's Christian faith from ever becoming a 
very private matter, just something between God and him- 
self, some gift that can be gripped and run off with to one's 
own small bit of the world. God's summons to a man is a 
call to enter the ranks, to get his shoulder to the load, to get 
his own helmet placed and his own sword sharpened. And 
then to stand in the embattled line knowing the purpose 
of his own living in company with all the congregation Is 
to give heroic witness to a faith and, moreover, to give to 
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the portrait of his own life such a radiance and unmistak- 
able quality of calm strength as to leave no one in doubt 
about his life's adequacy. When the Church is really con- 
scious of its mission, these words seem alive. 

Through the night of doubt and sorrow 

Onward goes the pilgrim band, 
Singing songs of expectation, 

Marching to the promised land. 

And never without this line, too: 

Brother clasps the hand of brother, 
Stepping fearless through the night. 7 

You wouldn't have it otherwise. You would never 
really want to walk it alone. The heart of the word is the 
goodly company, and the gladness of it is revealed in the 
sharing. 

There is still another aspect to a sketch of the Church. 
It is a view filled with movement. It is always like that 
when you get close enough to God to hear his word and to 
behold his acts. If the Church is the fellowship of those 
gathered around his gospel, then it is also the fellowship 
of the commissioned. God's word is a proclamation; it is 
a charge and a directive. If the Church lives by the life 
of Christ, then it must also live as the ministry of Christ. 
You can never envision Christ's life apart from his ministry. 
It is his life to redeem and to save. It is very true, then, 
that the "Church was framed for the express purpose of 
interfering with the world." 8 It is the Church's business 

7 Bernhardt Ingemann. 

8 Whale, op, tit, p. 73. 
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to keep bursting the seams o life, to keep pointing to some- 
thing bigger and beyond, to call men to dedicated acts and 
lofty thoughts and inspired views of God himself. And all 
this in a world like ours and in the midst of life. The Chris- 
tian Church is really that community through which some- 
thing of the eternal becomes a part of the everyday and 
which lives the everyday with the dignity of the eternal. 

The magnificence of the liturgy, the pastoral visita- 
tion, the program of any organization, the building, the 
every-member visitation, all these must bear the imprint of 
God moving among his faithful. For the whole life of the 
Church is to proclaim the gospel of him who "holds the 
field for ever." 9 Its mission is to stride patiently through the 
heavy night of history using its strength to bear the suffer- 
ing and pain inflicted by the evil of a hostile world. 

The Church is that company whose enduring hope is 
that God, who stands as its life and head, will at last bring 
the victory. The Church is the waiting witness that God 
has begun a new day, peopled with those whom he has 
blessed, standing as it has stood since the beginning, giving 
evidence of a new life begun and of a greater promise 
beyond. 



Martin Luther. 
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"But whoever heard of a king dismounting from Ms 
horse to take a begger's hand? That the heavenly 
King, whose majesty is inconceivable, comes down 
to seek His unfaithful child in all his squalor, is the 
love of God as the gospel and only the gospel 
knows. And we, the beggars, should know what sort 
of King it is who has come down to us." 

EMIL BRUNNER 



"It lies at the very heart of the gospel message to affirm 
that the Kingdom of God has in a real sense become 
present fact, here and now. . . . The final act of the 
drama has even now begun. . . . This is the day 
which all the past desired to see." 

JOHN BRIGHT 



God's Banner on the Field 



History has attempted many definitions of the word 
kingdom. The results are illustrated all up and down the 
pages of the years sometimes with notable success, often 
with fear and failure. The atmosphere of the word forever 
changes. The breezes blow differently. Now and again they 
unfurl the flag to the glad shouts of the people and the 
blare of trumpets, at other times receding into ominous 
silence as before the first clap of thunder and the down- 
pour. 

But throughout the tapestry some things have re- 
mained constant about the word. It contains always a 
measure of authority and a measure of service, some breadth 
of law and the demands of responsibility. Always there is 
a common destiny and an underlying loyalty. It is through 
the different shaping of these that the form of the word 
rises and spreads and lives and bears out the storms and 
assaults of the years. 

A kingdom is rooted in authority. Where that is lack- 
ing, the kingdom has fallen. That makes kingdom a word 
which both binds and cuts, for the authority of a kingdom 
separates a group of citizens from the rest of the world of 
people and places its peculiar claim upon them. At the 
same moment it provides that sanction which binds the 
lives under its hold and forms the nation of people who 
share a common name and a common destiny. Kingdom 
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bespeaks the authority of a ruler over his subjects. The 
kingdom of God establishes God's authority in the lives 
of his people, calling them out of the world, separating 
their ultimate loyalties from any other sovereign, and bind- 
ing these, his own, into a fellowship, into the communion 
of saints. 

At the very beginning the word becomes active, 
dramatic, the scene of conflict and radical change, of high 
tension, of aggressive attack. There is nothing gentle and 
mild about the establishment of a kingdom. It is a word 
etched in suffering and unreckoned cost. A hungry Galilean 
came out of the wilderness, and the gates of hell trembled. 
A poor Nazarene without a home gathered a dozen com- 
panions about him and began to preach; then there were 
eleven and the flash of a sword at night, a hurried trial, a 
hand dipped in water, a sponge dipped in hyssop, a few 
barbed thorns woven together, a rapidly scribbled sign, and 
the seal of Caesar. Disillusionment, despair, loneliness, 
death! That of course should have been the end. The 
power of death and the authority of Rome, hand in hand. 
No one could write any further in that story; to try would 
be ridiculous. It would necessitate inserting a greater 
power and imagining a higher authority. Yet it is with just 
such "foolishness" that our Christian faith begins by look- 
ing the ultimate power of death straight in the eye and 
shouting "Resurrection!" 

This birth cry of a new nation was no empty shout- 
ing. Its first act was to break the sovereign seal of Rome. It 
was a power beyond powers; a new kingdom come! It was 
the kingdom of heaven established on earth God's vic- 
tory. A real power manifested, a real authority exposed. 
The kingdom began with God's winning out in one life 
and then another over every other power and authority 
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which could claim them. That is what makes the redeem- 
ing act In the life and resurrection of Jesus the beginning 
of a kingdom. It is divine overpowering rule, God's sov- 
ereignty, his lordship of life and of death. Through Jesus' 
death and resurrection we know that the 

kingdom of God has come so near as to provoke an unavoid- 
able crisis; it is now for men to draw near to the Kingdom 
of God and their response to it is shown by their attitude to 
Jesus himself. For it is in the Person and deeds of Jesus that 
God's reign has actively begun, that the assault against evil, 
physical and spiritual, has been launched. 1 

God succeeded, and in that victory the hopes of men are 
fastened forevermore. 

Wherever there is authority, there is responsibility. 
Wherever there is power, there is service. Wherever there 
is a king, there is a band of citizens. That is how the story 
reads on. As God becomes sovereign in the lives of people, 
as in life after life there are tension, suffering, death, faith, 
and the power of resurrection, there is the advance of the 
kingdom. That of course makes it wholly God's work, for 
it is his power which works this victory wherever it hap 
pens. Wherever his banner rises in the field, it is because 
of something he has done, some magnificent act of atone- 
ment, some miracle of reconciliation, some stunning defeat 
of pride, some eternal conquest over the powers of death. 

For the citizen the change is drastic and the require- 
ment absolute. It means the shifting of life's center and the 
refastening of life's ultimate loyalties. It means repentance! 
That becomes the responsibility and service of citizenship. 

1 Alan Richardson in Theological Word Book of the Bible. Copyright, 
1951, by The Maonillan Co. and used by their pemrission. 
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Above all laws of life stands the law of God. Above 
all the other demands upon living is placed the de- 
mand of Christian service. That becomes the present 
meaning of the kingdom in the life of a believer. But the 
demands of God are extreme demands; the law is an im- 
possible law. Only he can fulfill them. The essence of God's 
kingdom here is that in the lives of those who trust and 
commit themselves wholly to his will he begins that 
tremendous work of sanctification which makes of a sin- 
ner an heir. You cannot keep his law without him, for 
his law is his love. As you learn to know his love and see 
it spreading over your life, you discover the responsibility 
of and the will for service, and find your place in the realm 
of his rule. 

There is one place where any drawing on the pomp 
and princes of history completely breaks down as illustra- 
tion. God's kingdom is not simply a historical event. It is 
his lordship and authority over history and his victory over 
every tyranny and power of the ages. However, it is not a 
kingdom bound in the pages of history. The kingdom 
looms far beyond history. It is in history, even stands at the 
very center of history with its citizens writing a good part 
of it as they go. But God's kingdom is not the record of 
something that is happening to history. It is not the gradual 
building of some ultimate Utopia. It is not a simple ex- 
pansion of the great ideals of social justice and world order. 
It is God's continuing triumph, born out of crisis and 
death, nourished in conflict, fastened in hope. Always at 
odds with the world and its history, always creating tension. 

The very idea of kingdom is woven through with the 
threads of conflict. Ruling and governing are conditions 
surrounded and confronted with opposition. In the words 
of Gustaf Wingren, "to rule and govern means to rule and 
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govern against a disturbing power. We find in the New 
Testament the old concept of the King as a restorer who 
has to wage a battle." 2 The Christian believer may quite 
rightly live in a blessed hope of the Lord's final and com- 
plete victory, but he must also live with a vivid certainty 
that his own life represents now a sort of beachhead of 
God's coming kingdom, knowing full well that the tyrant 
of this world has not yet broken camp but is even now 
grinding a finer edge on his sword. The Christian with all 
his hope must know how essential it is to bring the glowing 
tribute of the mighty Lord recorded through the lives and 
witness of generations of brave spirits into the present 
tense, into the veins and pulse of his own life. That life 
which feels itself lulled into some quiet state of premature 
rest had best look to itself with prompt concern, for neither 
the kingdom nor its citizens know any such place in this 
world. Ours is a great adventure against the tyranny of 
sin with no possible chance of succeeding anywhere along 
the line apart from the strength of God, needing his might 
to hold every gain against that time when he shall claim the 
field completely. 

For the moment the course of the Kingdom runs in the 
spirit of these lines: 

There shall always be the Church and the World, 

And the heart of man 

Shivering and fluttering between them choosing and chosen, 

Valiant, ignoble, dark, and full of light 

Swinging between hell gate and heaven gate 

And the gates of hell shall not prevail. 3 

a Lutheran World, Vol. I, No. 1. 

8 From The Rock by T. S. Eliot, copyright, 1934, by Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, Inc. 
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But the promise of Christ, the great hope of every 
Christian heart, lies not only in that present conflict but 
out beyond the events of history; for the real, overwhelm- 
ing fullness of the kingdom is yet to come. That which has 
been started awaits completion. The conquest of God's 
love compels life now to seek the highroad at every moment 
of the way, conscious always of its own stumbling, praying 
for grace, now and again amazed at its strength, yet all the 
while yearning for the greater glory beyond the hills, con- 
fident all the way along that 

His kingdom cannot fail, 

He rules o'er earth and heaven, 

that even now 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus given 

shouting, admonishing, beseeching, even in the gloomiest 
places along the way: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 4 

Not because all seems well but because all is won, because 
"He holds the field for ever/' because most assuredly he 
will come again. 



'Charles Wesley. 
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"And in the Roman service, there is a cry of penitence, 
which lays the whole facts, hiding nothing, humbly 
at the feet of God. . * . 'My sin, my own sin, my own 
most grievous sin/ When a soul deals with God as 
honestly as that, there is infinite hope for it; and 
anything may happen; and the best is the likeliest." 

ARTHUR J. GOSSIP 



"Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 
sinners confess unto Thee, that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against 
Thee by thought, word, and deed." 

Common Service Book 



XI 

Living Without Life 



Not only does the New Testament speak in bold words 
and in vivid pictures, but the pictures it paints are always 
big, whole pictures and the words are the words of au- 
thority. This is true when it speaks about God and love and 
mercy. It is every bit as true when it speaks about sin. The 
evangelists were compelled to speak about God because 
they had seen him, because they had heard him, because he 
had done something in their lives, and they were charged 
with the need of proclaiming it. And if you can follow 
them in their glowing accounts of it all, dream their dreams 
with them, behold God as they did, then you can follow 
them also when they talk about sin. You will know why it 
is they have to speak this word along with the rest, and why 
it is they seem to know far more about it than all the 
wicked, wasted souls you have ever encountered. 

Does it seem strange that these men, these heralds of 
God, with his light burning in their eyes and his word 
leaping from their tongues, should know so much about 
sin, should speak so freely of it; more than that, should 
claim that no man can ever give any real definition of sin 
until he does know God; still more, that it is only when you 
do get to know God as they did, when you have felt the 
measure of his love and the fullness of his mercy and the 
far reaches of his grace as they had, only then, that you can 
know what sin really is? That is perhaps the first thing the 
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New Testament has to say about sin. The knowledge of it 
does not come from sinning. It is sheer folly to think that 
the more we sin the more we know about sin. It is just 
the reverse. Sin is bared for what it is, can have its outline 
become clear, only when the glory of God is set behind 
it. When you see God clearest, you see sin clearest 

The point is this. Sin is a religious word. It defines a 
man's relationship to God. It is not primarily moral, like 
the breaking of customs and laws no matter how important 
they are, any more than faith is primarily keeping laws and 
following rules. Neither is sin primarily bad ethics like 
wrong behavior at a party or speaking out unkindly about 
the new neighbor next door. Sin is life turning its back on 
God, nothing less. It is only when you have turned around 
again and have allowed God to work his miracles and lead 
you into the highroad of faith that you really know what 
an awful, damnably wretched thing it was to deny him 
at all. Here is the reason why there is never the full, dra- 
matic account of the gospel without a word about sin. All 
the way through these pages there have been statements 
about the God who keeps coming to us wherever we are, 
confronting us in every kind of circumstance, always offer- 
ing us his hand to lift us. But it is not all said until a word 
is added about how far he has to reach, the price he has 
paid that we force him to pay and how utterly un- 
worthy of it anyone of us is. You have not given the full 
picture of the shepherd until you include the crazy wan- 
dering of the sheep, until you see it getting caught in the 
thick of the thorns or in some impossible crag. 

It is important to say that because people of this day 
are so accustomed to half pictures. Sin is disagreeable; most 
people are glad to sing praises about goodness and mercy 
and say prayers and do a good turn for the Church, but to 
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think of being sinners is altogether different. We just do 
not like to face up to it and acknowledge how bad even our 
best is. But there is no chance of having the gospel unless 
we do. One cannot get along with a picture that is cut off 
that way like a boat at the water line. There is also the great 
underside, and it must be in the picture too. The ship is 
one of the oldest symbols of the Christian Church. I re- 
member seeing one crude drawing which has lasted across 
many centuries. It did just what needs to be done. It 
showed the whole ship. The sails were set, and the flags 
were out, but you could also see the bottom of the ship 
through the water, dark and heavy, having to be pulled 
by the wind and the set of the sails. Christian life is like 
that. You can be aware of sin only as you are aware of God, 
and you can realize the soaring majesty of the gospel's good 
news only as you see its light shining straight on the black- 
est underside of your life, the source of its power carrying 
life along. 

The New Testament is a judgment setting the distance 
between God and man and finds its grandest meaning as 
it shows God spanning the gulf between himself and us. 
Holiness does not mean anything unless you see how far 
above you God is. Love is only a shadow until you see the 
price and the effort and the tears it cost God to stake out a 
bridge between himself and us. 

The fundamental definition of sin must be a religious 
one, for sin is that which breaks fellowship with God. It 
is unbelief. It is willfully perverting life from God's high 
destiny. Sin is an unwillingness to be God's children. It is 
an insistence on trying to be God. It is a feverish determi- 
nation to put yourself at the center of life and refuse to let 
God in. It is a stubborn rebellion against the God who 
loves you and formed you to be his own. It is denying your 
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sonship in "thought, word, and deed." Out of all this comes 
the whole sordid twist that distorts and discolors life 
beyond recognition but never beyond reclaiming. 

All the way through you must keep this clear too. It is 
not just part of life, like a few brown spots inside the 
pealing of an apple, that comes under the curse of this 
rebellion against the Eternal. Nor is it just some lower 
fragment of life, some base lingering from an earlier day 
that needs to be scrubbed clean. "Christian faith knows of 
no division of man into a lower and sensuous part which 
is the seat of sin, and a higher and spiritual part which 
would lie outside the area of sin. . . . When man is des- 
ignated as a sinner, it is a religious judgment which has 
reference to man as a whole." l That is just what is meant 
when we say together "we are by nature sinful and un- 
clean." It is the whole will, the entire life, that denies God's 
love and that needs God's redemption. That is the dark- 
ness of it. Sin is never just a number of acts you can count 
up on your fingers with a few left over and some that are 
forgotten along the way. None of these acts, nor all of them 
together, are big enough to hold the meaning of the word. 
It is that staggering admission "by nature" that keeps you 
from ever disposing of sin in a few neat little packages. 
Listen! 

I cannot disentangle myself. I cannot make myself such a 
one as I know I ought to be, or as I am destined to be by 
divine creation. I am a fallen creature, prisoner of his own 
godlessness. . . , No moral or religious endeavour or exertion 
can get me out of this condition, just because it is I myself 
who am affected by sin, not merely a part of me. 2 

a Aul&i, op. tit., p. 260. 
3 Brainier, The Scandal of Christianity, p. 67. 
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This is no point of argument. It is a confession of faith. 

The second part of the confession runs like this. We 
are all guilty. I am guilty. That, too, is faith's word. Look at 
Peter, the net still in his hands, his face in the dust, be- 
seeching Christ to turn his back, to depart. There is no 
effort to make excuse, no debate, no chance to say they are 
just little sins after all and the credit side is really much 
better off. When you stand in the light of God's grace, you 
know the whole heavy blame is yours, and the full weight 
of the guilt is yours. You know there is never any point in 
trying to argue any of it. Faith recognizes that and prays 
about it. Such a prayer can never make sense to anyone but 
a Christian, but to a Christian it makes the gospel the 
only sense. 

Sin explains the large part of history, the evil, the 
underlying fault, the blur across every page. All men are in 
it always. In everyone there is the refusal to shoulder full 
responsibility before God. We all stand together in the 
denial of our real personality. Writes Emil Brunner: 

This is the essence of man's personality as distinct from 
everything else: the destiny of communion with God, whose 
very being is communion. . . . Therefore man cannot in him- 
self or by himself be truly human, but only in communion 
in communion with God, the God of love. s 

You can never really be yourself apart from God. Or as 
Paul put it, "If I deliver my body to be burned, but have 
not love, I gain nothing." The real remedy for us always is 
a strong dose of these great lines: 

* Ibid., p. 59. 
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Love divine, all love excelling, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling. 4 

Sin, then, is that dark act by which you refuse to be 
yourself, the self God's love has planned, and instead do 
homage to some mock pretention of your own creation. 
Sin is living in front of a mirror instead of an open window. 
Of course becoming a Christian does not suddenly trans- 
late the mirror into a window. But it does let your vision 
break through; it does show you that it has been a mirror 
you have been looking into. It does let you see beyond and 
grants the assurance of the reality of what you see, a bit 
dimly perhaps and with broken lines, but it is there. It 
shows the larger world and offers this promise, this one 
blessed certainty, that no matter how poorly you do, God's 
love will hold. Even now it is really the controlling power. 
And all the wages of sin which you really ought to collect 
now and at the end have been turned into the gift of life. 

It is just like God to take the blackest of all black 
words and translate it into a sunrise. Because you know 
what sin is and because you know who God is, you can dare 
to stand at the great dawning with these words bursting 
out of your heart: 

Waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot; 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 5 

To stand with God is to plant a rainbow in the darkest 
cloud. 

* Charles Wesley. 

* Charlotte Elliott. 
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4 'Do you ask, 'What is faith in him?' I answer, The leav- 
ing of your way, your objects, yourself, and the tak- 
ing of His and Him; the leaving of your trust in 
men, in money, in opinion, in character, in atone- 
ment itself, and doing as he tells you. I can find 
no words strong enough to serve for the weight 
of this obedience." 

"It is the heart that is not yet sure of its God that is 
afraid to laugh in his presence/* 

GEORGE MACDONAUD 



"It is not easy to preserve one's calm and courage in this 
perilous life. ... I see the lightning leaping; I can 
hear the thunder crashing; I am watching a tre- 
mendous tempest blowing up. Well, let it come! For 
God will undertake for me. . . . And God and I to- 
gether can face anything." 

ARTHUR J. GOSSIP 



XII 
Daring to Venture Out 



Faith Is one of the grandest of all the words in the 
vocabulary of the Christian life. It is one of the baldest 
colors in the portrait. When you set it to music, you get 
the sound of trumpets, and the roll of drums, and the clash 
of armor, and the rhythm of marching feet with a whole 
symphony of voices marking out the real cadence of history, 
breaking in now and again across the din of the world in 
that strong, clear way which seems to put a hush to all other 
sounds. Hear it: 

"By faith Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice than 

Cain By faith Enoch was taken up. ... By faith Noah, 

being warned . . . , took heed and constructed an ark. . . . 
By faith Abraham . , . went out [and] by faith he sojourned. 
... By faith Sarah . . . received power to conceive." These 
were the beginnings, shadowed now by the dim distance, 
well over the horizon. But it keeps on along the years, gain- 
ing all the while: "By faith Moses . . . was hid. ... By faith 
he left Egypt, [and] by faith the people crossed the Red 
Sea. ... By faith the walls of Jericho fell." 

Do you begin to catch the swing of it? The steady 
march of God and his people as one life after another slips 
out under the ropes and joins that march and sets his life 
in step with others who have gone on before? And there 
were "David and Samuel and the prophets who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received prom- 
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ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weak- 
ness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight." 
(Heb. 11.) By faith! By faith! By faith! Lives that have 
made a luminous path of miracles right across the top of 
history. God's column of the determined, the victorious, 
the courageous. 

It is not easy to take a word like faith and hold it up 
and say this is what it means. It is like trying to explain 
the ocean from a painting. The only real way of knowing 
the ocean is to sail it until your whole life is flavored with 
the salt. Until you cannot get rid of it. Faith is that kind 
of word. 

Wherever you run across faith in the Scriptures, you 
find that you have been led to a place where things are 
happening; where the tempo is quick; where life stands 
expectantly, confidently; where it stands in a kind of crea- 
tive moment. That is just what you ought to expect, for 
you have come to one of those high places where you see 
God renewing a life. And when you corne upon such a 
scene, you have run upon the grandest kind of adventure. 
As Paul put it, you have witnessed a "new creation/' One of 
God's own miracles. 

Faith begins where all the best part of the vocabulary 
of a Christian life begins, with the recognition of something 
about God. The very beginning, the first requirement of 
faith, is the conviction of the "trust-worthiness" of God. 
It begins with a statement something like this: God, who 
has shown himself in so many ways across the years and so 
magnificently in his Son, and not only to others but to you 
also, is worth unlimited trust. It says even a stronger word. 
It declares that this same God has so broken in upon your 
living, has so revealed himself to you, as to subdue and 
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dominate 1 life completely, so that you must commit your- 
self to him. Faith begins by daring life into the hands of 
God and knowing no other decision is possible. 

Have you ever stood at the curb and watched a parade 
go by? As it swings down the street with all its bands and 
colors, you see along the way a bit of a young lad so caught 
up by the splendor of it that he forgets for a moment, pick- 
ing up the step of the march, slipping out into the street 
and along with the band and the colors. Faith is like that. 
It is seeing God draw near, come along the way, and some- 
how deriving from him the courage and the willingness to 
say Yes! To say it with your whole life. 

In that same sense faith stands as God's gift. For 
just as the young lad is drawn by the parade and gains from 
the parade itself the ability and courage, the pull, to get 
out into the street and is not pushed by someone back in 
the crowd, so also the ability to catch step with God comes 
from God himself. Faith begins with his compelling word 
to you. And the "seriousness and the power of faith are the 
seriousness and power of ... God Himself/* 2 

Faith is something very much bigger than just a few 
statements of what you happen to think or believe about 
God. It is trust, and trust is always bigger than mere belief. 
Such faith is personal. It depends upon God and his rela- 
tionship to your life. Furthermore, faith and trust are both 
active words. They set life in motion. They are the kind 
of words that make history because they tie life to the 
kind of God who makes history. Belief by itself does 
not. It is the sort of word that can look at history, even 
God's history, and nod in agreement and declare it a very 



i, op. dt. t p. 22. 
3 Karl Earth, Credo (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1936) , p. 2. 

97 



REDISCOVERING THE WORDS OF FAITH 

stirring account and not budge an inch. Faith is belief plus 
getting life involved. Faith is trusting and consenting. 

Right here is where you usually come upon God stand- 
ing patiently waiting for a good many people while they 
spend their time watching the parade, looking at maps, 
reading a book, learning accounts of his life, stories of what 
he taught. Of course all that is necessary. But what he really 
wants, the real craving of his own Godly heart, is for every 
person to venture out with mind and will and strength and 
heart; with dreams and hopes and cares; with loves and 
dreads, and rest the whole of it at his feet and say: "Here. 
Lift it and bless it, and let it look in some small way like 
thine own life/' When you dare, something like that life 
stands on the creative frontiers in God's real presence. 

Of course it is no easy thing to get life out there. That 
is the point of it. That is what makes it faith. There is no 
bridge, no neat path, from here to God. No history of the 
Church can ever produce it. No creed can ever lift you 
over. No amount of instruction or argument or persuasion 
is ever enough. There always comes that moment when all 
the roads end. And yet somehow you keep on because you 
have heard a Voice. Because you know he stands out there. 
Because you trust. 

In a sense you become "like the bird which alights on 
the frail twig of a tree, which may break at any moment 
beneath its weight, and yet sings its carefree song, know- 
ing that it has wings to bear it up." s Or it is like a small 
child willing to walk straight off the top of a high step 
with out ever measuring the distance to the hard floor just 
because it sees the open arms of its father as he waits to 

8 H. V. Martin, The Wings of Faith (New York: Philosophical Library, 
1951) , p. 92. 
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receive it, and because it has heard the father say, "Come." 
Because it trusts. 

But never think for a moment that this means faith is 
blind. Far from that. It is only out here beyond all marked 
ways, exclaim a host of those who have tried it, that you 
really begin to see. The New Testament, and the Old too, 
are forever talking about light and vision and seeing. 
Wherever you come across a life bound to God by faith, 
you can expect some flash of wisdom, some vision of the 
future, some illumined understanding of the moment at 
hand, that no one else would have dreamed of or could 
possibly have imagined. That was one of the disturbing 
things about the Church from its first days on. It was al- 
ways getting new ideas, was always seeing things differently, 
And the rest of the world to lift a word out of the record 
and put the matter simply stood "amazed." 

Have you ever driven out across the country and come 
upon some especially lovely spot where you had to stop the 
car and leave the road and just get out to walk, felt that 
somehow you had to get out and into it before you could 
really see the place where you were? That is what faith 
says. You must strike out because you know there is more 
in life, grander views of it, than you can see from the high- 
way; because you know there is a beauty and a truth and a 
meaning. You know it because you have seen it in Christ. 
You know that all this history and gospel are God's call to 
you, and you have to answer. You know you have to ven- 
ture out and get your own life into the thick of it. And you 
do it gladly because you know you can trust him. And more 
than that, because you know you can never really trust 
anything else. You know that somehow the answers to life 
and security and loneliness and death and suffering all lie 
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with God; and there are no answers anywhere else, none at 
all until you see it from where he is as he does. 

The way to faith is not from a long list of statements 
of belief or from creeds and confessions. These are the fruit 
and flower of faith, not the roots of it. That is because faith 
begins with a revelation, with a God who is about his busi- 
ness every bit as much now as he was that still night when 
a little child in a manger cried out, or when a man looked 
down from a cross, or walked to Emmaus with two friends. 
Faith is life's response to the specific acts of a very specific 
God a God who was from the beginning, who in the per- 
son of his Son was conceived, born, suffered, died, lay 
buried, and then who rose. A God 

Who wondrous things hath done, 

In Whom His world rejoices; 
Who, from our mother's arms, 

Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 

And still is ours to-day. 4 

You can never really know the sea if you just take a 
cottage on the shore. You will have to get out into the 
deep where the waves are born. You can never really know 
the meaning of faith until you get into those deep places 
of life where God is, where you count on him alone to give 
the meaning, to show the way, to set the step. This means 
that faith is also obedience, for "only those who believe 
obey," It is not like life to want to venture too far out when 
it can stand and look on. But the Galilean seemed to be 
completely reckless with his gifts and his life as he gave 
them to those who watched him. He went about spending 

* Martin Rinkart. 
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himself freely on the needs of almost any poor soul who 
came to ask. Time and again he would lose himself com- 
pletely in the group pressing in, beseeching, hoping. 

And when he did withdraw, in those few quiet mo- 
ments when he managed to free himself and get off alone, 
what about them? Were they not used also for those he 
came to seek? Did not such moments become a time when 
he and the Father discussed how he could further give and 
love and bless? A good part of discipleship in any age is to 
do the same. Obedience is to follow this immense pattern 
of life, trusting and obeying and believing. Such a use of 
life, such a discipleship, must be God's own gift. It is the 
ability he grants a person to stand in the deep and to give 
himself freely, unstintingly, as God commands. 

By faith Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and priests 
and prophets and martyrs aye, and the whole communion 
of saints, the fellowship of believers, have lived and loved 
winning through trusting, believing, knowing. Hear 
them! "I believe in God the Father Almighty, . . . And in 
Jesus Christ [and the] Church [and] The Resurrection . . . , 
And the Life everlasting/* Setting it down not only with 
words but with their own lives. 

Do you catch the tempo? It is the trumpet and the roll 
of drums and the clash of armor. It is the march of faith. 
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"The power of God is the worship he inspires . . . The 
worship of God is not a rule of safety. It is an ad- 
venture of the spirit, a flight after the unattainable. 
The death of religion comes with the suppression 
of the high hope of adventure." 

A. N. WHITEHEAD 

"By so many roots as the marsh-grass sends in the sod 
I will heartily lay me a-hold on the greatness of God/* 

SIDNEY LANIER 

"The glorious company of the Apostles: praise Thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets: praise Thee. 
The noble army of Martyrs: praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world: doth 
acknowledge Thee/' 

Te Deum Laudamus 



XIII 
The Response Life Makes 



Worship is one of the glowing colors In any Godly 
portrait and one of the inescapable words In the discussion 
of any Christian vocabulary. In the same breath that the 
New Testament tells of the birth of the Church, It tells of 
these new people meeting daily to baptize, break bread, 
and praise God. They had crossed over from the old time 
to the new, had lived through Easter and Pentecost, had 
seen firsthand what God really could do. Now they were 
compelled to respond, were compelled to worship. Wor- 
ship is just that response to God. You could not see life 
climb up out of the grave grander than it had been before; 
you could not believe that it had happened for you, that 
some day your life would follow and then stand unmoved 
even for a moment. The God who guaranteed a thing like 
that for you is worth your prayers and Is worth every bit 
of praise and thanksgiving your life could raise up. That 
too is worship, acknowledging the "worth-ship" of God. 

This picture sets a background. Imagine yourself 
standing high enough to look out across the rolling plains 
on a dismal day when all the earth beneath is gray and dull 
and heavy clouds press over the tops of the hills, and over 
yonder you see a sudden luminous spot in the clouds, the 
sun breaking through, its rays streaming down below to 
where one spot of ground is lifted out of the gray and comes 
to life in the face of the sun. Worship is very similar to 
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that in what it does with a person's life. It is the result of 
God entering in and of life being lifted in wondrous re- 
sponse. Christianity "is not a heap of good advice, nor a 
recipe for an adjusted and contented life; it is the proclama- 
tion of good news. It is the cleaving of the clouds." l And 
in its new beauty and brightness life responds. It is first 
the cry, "Joy to the world! the Lord is come/* and the ex- 
alted answer, "Praise, my soul, the King of heaven." 

Worship is life's homage to the Lord of life. You can- 
not read the Bible with any sensitivity at all without mak- 
ing that discovery. It shines across every page. Those trans- 
lated lives which can never say enough about God keep 
rushing in, breaking into song as they think and tell of all 
he has done. "Sing to the Lord, bless his name" cries one 
of them; "tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare . . . 
his marvelous works among all the peoples!" (Ps. 96:2-3.) 
Or hear that one who had lived close to him, thinking of all 
it had meant. His voice had the overtone of wonder as he 
spoke, "O the depth of the riches" even to think of it was 
a prayer. Then there was that day when Peter stopped to 
give a hand to the poor crippled soul huddled by the tem- 
ple gate begging. God broke through there, and in the next 
moment this poor man was up and on his feet and off, 
shouting and leaping and praising God running right 
down the center aisle of the Temple. Worshiping! All you 
could say of him, all your heart and mind and voice could 
utter, would not possibly be enough to tell one small part 
of the worth of God. That is Scripture's word. But the 
Christian makes the effort, tries as he can to give some 
tribute, some word of thanks, knowing that God will hear 

1 D. G. Peck, Living Worship (London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1944) , 
p. 28. 
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it and count it for much more than it really is. And that is 
worship. It is the whole of life saying: 

Teach me, my God and King, 

In all things Thee to see, 
And what I do in anything, 

To do it as for Thee. 2 

"King of kings and Lord of lords. 

There are few stronger words anywhere in the vocabu- 
lary of Christian experience. This large view of worship 
redirects the whole of a person's living. Right at the be- 
ginning there is a revolution. It declares that you can no 
longer get by with thinking of worship as just something 
to be done in church on Sunday or some occasional service 
to attend. It is right here that you discover how nearly lost 
worship is and how it has been reduced to a shadow of its 
real meaning. Wherever you touch the life of a Christian, 
there ought to be a vivid sense of praise and dedication. 
The daily round should be filled with it. A real spirit of 
praise should command the forty hours or so a week spent 
at the office or in the plant. It should dominate the picture 
of a mother as she cleans the house from day to day. It 
should mark the devoted mind of a student at his books. 
The wide sweep of worship should have a real hold on 
every part of life and give a Godward lift to all we do. 

The ancient city of Lincoln, England, is built on a 
level plain. But right in the center of the city is a steep hill; 
and raising its glorious towers above the hill and the city 
is the magnificent medieval cathedral, dominating and 
crowning all the surrounding countryside, lifting above it 
ail great arches and an altar. When the weather is good, the 

* George Herbert. Revised by John Wesley. 
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cathedral can be seen for fifteen miles or so across the plain. 
The important thing is that no matter how you come upon 
the city o Lincoln, no matter where you touch it first, you 
must see the cathedral before you arrive. When you visit 
Lincoln, the life of worship always stands, in this sense at 
least, as the prelude to any street scene, or shop window, or 
even the warm glow of a friend's hearth. 

It is a willingness to settle for something less than this 
awareness in an approach to worship throughout all life 
that makes worship so meaningless and such a vacant word 
for many people even within the membership of the church 
in these days. This is a generation who have largely lost the 
ability to live and think in whole, dedicated terms. You 
find it difficult to say of many lives you see around you, 
"Their living is like a strong wind blowing in one direc- 
tion." Much of what meets your eye as you watch people 
come and go is more like a flighty breeze dashing every 
way at once. Among many people today there are business 
and social life and then perhaps on Sunday church. Life is 
parceled out; and every part seems constantly to be pushing 
and shoving, trying to lay larger claims for itself on a per- 
son's time. And in all the foolish scramble worship comes 
out badly bruised on the bottom of the heap. In the whole 
disordered picture there is no clear shape of God. 

The great fallacy of our day is believing that a person 
can make part of life secular and part religious. The New 
Testament and history exclaim together, "You never can!" 
But who really bothers about history and who listens very 
closely to the New Testament? God simply does not settle 
for fragments. Jesus Christ laid down his life to ransom 
the whole of your life. And if you have any sense of what 
he has done for you, you will know that it takes the whole 
of your life to give thanks. If God is not worth that much, 
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if you can settle for an hour or two a week with a few hasty 
scraps of prayer sent up now and then, if that is all it takes, 
then you do not have much of a God. 

The first step in the recovery of worship is to abolish 
the lines of division between religion and the rest of life. 
It means putting the cathedral back on top of everything 
that is your life and living all of it in sight of the altar and 
under the high arches of dedicated worship. 

Now then, real worship may be described as the re- 
sponse that takes place in the life of a person when God 
declares himself and reveals something of his love and 
unbounded mercy. However, you have to take account also 
for the forms of worship, for worship is not just an attitude. 
Its seeds lie in the knowledge of who God is, and it blos- 
soms in the awareness of what he does. The response you 
make to someone you pass on a lonely street in the dark of 
night is quite different from that which you make to your 
best friend at high noon. A Christian can never treat God 
as a stranger. Ours is the God of Christmas and Easter, of 
mercy and love. He is one who is always showing himself 
in a thousand different ways, in wonder upon wonder, in a 
whole succession of mighty acts. There is no end to the 
miracles he works with lives very much like your own. 
And lives very much like your own have praised and 
prayed across the years in glad response. This living witness 
has become known as the form of worship; and the form 
of worship, the liturgies of the Church, "hold the life 
of worship and are the expression of it." 3 Through them 
"the achievements of God in history are perpetuated." 4 

A great event in history will gather around it customs 

8 Peck, op. cit. r p. 29. 
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and practices which preserve its life and meaning and keep 
it living across the years. The event lives in the form. 
"Law courts preserve the great human achievements in 
law and justice within ceremonial forms. . . . The achieve- 
ments of man in civilized social relations . . . are preserved 
in the forms and usages of good manners." 5 So when you 
recite the creed, for instance, you are not just giving 
expression to some momentary belief; you are really say- 
ing that for you, as it has been for the great procession of 
Christians across years of persecution and rejoicing, stand- 
ing beside a baptismal font or together at the altar or at 
the edge of an open grave, there has come the conviction 
that to know God is to know Father, Son, and Spirit. This 
simple form is the vessel which has carried across nearly 
twenty centuries the faith and life of the Church. You 
never say it on a Sunday morning without having a mighty 
host of moving lips and ransomed lives behind your 
shoulder exclaiming, "It is true! It really is true!" Or think 
for a moment about the loaf, a cup, a table, an out- 
stretched hand, a few brief sentences a Presence. How 
much of the greatest ministry of the Church has lived and 
blessed through this act and in these forms where God 
and his people meet? Without forms worship would be 
seriously handicapped in its power to live and direct life 
along the highroad and into the midst of the glorious 
procession of the saints. 

A man may say he can worship very well on the golf 
course or riding through the country. Perhaps he can on 
occasion. Anyone who has seen a bursting dogwood, or a 
distant mountain turning purple before the setting sun, or 
a running brook, if he is sensitive at all, will feel that 

6 Ibid. 
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God is not far off. But it was not just this vague aware- 
ness of the Divine that started the Church in its confident 
march up the pages of history. It was the kind of worship 
which grew out of the whole crucible of life. Nature might 
hold his signature; but it was when you met him face 
on in some hard moment of living, or in some high moment 
of it, that you really knew him, that your voice would 
really be lifted up. Worship is the response to God's might- 
iest acts and grandest Word come alive in your life. 

You can say this about the liturgies of the Church and 
other forms of worship. They keep lifting a person's own 
expressions to the place where they can meet the highest 
and best part of the worship of God across the years. Be- 
cause worship holds so much of all our relationships with 
God, it should be intolerable to use less than the loftiest 
framework possible for it. Any Christian hymn, for in- 
stance, which does not try through its words and music to 
give expression in the grandest possible way to the faith 
and hope cradled within it dares not be addressed to God 
at all. Worship is not only life's way to the Eternal; it is 
his way, in part, to all his people. Second-rate forms of 
worship do not offer much meeting ground and, beyond 
that, are an outright admission that you do not look for 
much of a descent from heaven. 

Worship that is really worthy begins with an ac- 
knowledgment of that God who "in many and various 
ways," by a burning bush, on a mount, by a well, on a 
cross, in an upper room, in your own heart, and at so 
many places along the way, has performed wonders and 
worked miracles. Real worship begins by declaring that 
this same God has shown himself to be worth all the best 
of all the ages combined and much more. True worship is 
found where a person is brought to say: "Such a God as 
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I have found is surely worth all my life, the moments 
when he and I are alone, the moments with my family, 
and in the shop, and at a friend's house, and with the 
fellowship of a congregation. What small part of any of 
it could I really want to keep from him, hold away from 
his blessing?" 

Worship is getting life faced Godward, exclaiming 
constantly: 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 6 

Confessing resolutely: "Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever." 



Frances Havergal. 

no 



"When a man is ... one with God, what should he do 
but live forever?" 

GEORGE MACDONALD 



u Our business is ... to live even now in this love which 
is the inner meaning of eternal life. Eternal life be- 
gins by faith in Christ, and when it has begun death 
can have no more dominion over us." 

EMIL BRUNNER 



XIV 
Certain of the Future 



I remember how I used to spend wonderful moments 
as a young lad with my imagination and a pair of field 
glasses. By looking through the large end of the glasses I 
could expand the small room where I would often sit 
into something that seemed like a great hall, or by turning 
the glasses around and looking out through the window 
someone walking way along the street could be brought 
close enough for imaginary conversation. 

Christian belief about eternal life does both those 
things, but there is no pretending about it. Such a faith 
really alters the dimensions and changes the vision of life. 
Eternal life is the gift by which God, who lives completely 
outside the windows of life, enters straight in and conies 
directly to the place where you are, very much within 
talking distance, and in so doing translates the little struc- 
ture of your life into something grand, indeed. 

A child with a pair of field glasses is playing a game; 
and although he can pretend wonderfully well, he must 
at length lay the glasses down and see the walls of his 
room as they are. The Christian belief claims that as long 
as you see no more than the walls of your room, you have 
not even begun to look. It declares in great, bold state- 
ments that God does not pretend, that his coming is for 
the precise purpose of correcting your view, stretching it 
out to something like the right size. It states that any real 
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glimpse of life must start with a complete refocusing; and 
it dares such a claim because it begins with a greater one 
that God really has come to stand at the center of the life 
of this world even as he is the center of life beyond it. 
You simply cannot be realistic in your view of life now 
or hereafter unless you have a real knowledge of God both 
now and hereafter. 

Any worth-while statement of eternal life cannot start 
by standing on tiptoe to catch some faint glimmer of a 
picture which can be seen but faintly across the horizon, 
too dimly to be recognized as very much at all, and being 
very little more than a mere wish. Nor can it begin by 
seizing on some longing which grows out of a sense of 
present inadequacies, out of hearing your own life say it 
is meant to be much more than it really is, and insisting 
that somewhere there must be an echo of confirmation. 
A real statement of eternal life must begin with a certainty 
which can be firmly gripped right here and now. That sim- 
ple certainty offered by the Christian view is just this: 
that the "Word of God is the message of eternal life, Jesus 
Christ came to show us eternal life and to bestow it upon 
us." l The early Church would have said "amen" to that. 
As the Apostles' Creed matured and found its place in the 
life of the Church as a resounding confession of the faith 
that was binding and lifting men's lives to gallant living 
and stirring hopes, the reassuring phrase "and the Life 
everlasting" stood at the end to give a final ring to that 
great confession. Having spoken the rest, one could never 
dare lower his voice in this final assertion which fastened 
life so securely beyond the reach of all its conflicts. People 
had always hoped for something across the grave. But 

1 Branner, Our Faith, p. 116. 
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here, now, was a company with a whole new foundation 
under their beliefs, who dared to claim quite openly, even 
while they still lived, this grandest of dreams, this certain 
hope of a blessing and a kingdom. 

There is a sense in which your convictions about eter- 
nal life become the scales on which your whole life as a 
Christian is weighed. To be a Christian is to possess life 
eternal already; for "believing in Christ ... is not merely 
'believing' but life itself! Eternal life!" 2 It begins with what 
God has accomplished in the world through a Galilean 
life not only at that historic moment, that blazing dawn 
when life climbed out of the grave and spoke, broke bread 
again, and at length ascended; but with what he has ac- 
complished in your life too. It begins with the new dawn 
there. Not with a mere wish of it but by facing the full 
glow of the first rays, acknowledging the glad awakening, 
the heaven-touched rebirth. It starts with the sun already 
above the hills! In the whole fortress of faith your cer- 
tainty about eternal life stands as the central tower, in- 
vulnerable to any attack. 

Such a conviction about a man's destiny makes all the 
difference in this world, for it translates life from a soli- 
tary, fearful quest in which there must always be a trem- 
bling concern for its ultimate safety into a quite secure 
and very glorious fellowship. That has already been hinted 
at. Your real knowledge of eternal life is born in the same 
moment as your fellowship with Jesus Christ. Moreover, 
you come to recognize that God's deed through Christ 
never means that it is just your own future being insured 
and fastened beyond and above all by itself. It insists 
now that through him you have already been admitted 

2 Ibid, p. 117. 
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and shall at last be standing very clearly in the congrega- 
tion o all the saints in the Church triumphant. That 
makes life everlasting a fulfillment of this life and the 
crowning of it. 

Be certain about this too. It is your very own life I 
am talking about. Not some imprisoned spirit you would 
never recognize freed at last to spread its wings, not some 
immortal spark which will finally be fanned into flame. 
The New Testament knows nothing of such unworthy, 
impersonal images. It is your own life, already blessed, 
even now become a miracle, that you must consider all 
the way through. 

As the eternal promises of God take their root in 
life now, the theme already begun in any believer's heart 
will at last break forth; and all the congregation will sing 
it together: 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven; 
Praise to Thee by both be given; 
Thee we greet triumphant now; 
Hail, the Resurrection Thou I 3 

You cannot have accepted Jesus Christ and miss the beat 
of this or fail to catch the first sounds of it even now, 
and not by straining your ear to the future but by putting 
it right against the heart of the present. 

God's gift of eternal life becomes to life today some- 
thing of what the first blossoms are in the whole sweep of 
an orchard. They are at the same time the fulfillment of 
a promise and the promise of a greater fulfillment. They 

8 Cfearles Wesley. 
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hold a bit of that same glory which will at last cover all the 
earth around. And to the Christian life everlasting is both 
a present witness and a future promise with the victory 
of Christ filling all the distance between. 

You may not know what you shall be like in that last 
day; but you have seen Christ in this day, have come to 
know him in your own life. And now and again you dis- 
cover him coming with strength to match your tasks, with 
a bit of his own wisdom lighting your way, the flow of 
eternal mercy calming and healing your bruised spirit, the 
touch of divine love calling and comforting at so many 
places. And as you turn your gaze out the window and 
up the road, you see him filling all the way ahead. With 
a view of God like that and with a consciousness of his 
creative work already begun within, you can stand with 
confidence along with those who have stood before you 
and even now exclaim as so many of them have: "He is our 
guide, most certainly will be 'our hope for years to come/ 
and will be at last with a wonder to surpass any person's 
imagining our eternal home!' " 4 



4 Isaac Watts, 
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"God's peace is a mighty power, which of itself can keep 
our hearts and our thoughts. God's peace is a 
mighty fortress in which we are well defended 
against all hostile powers of destruction. It is not we 
who are to protect peace, but rather it is peace 
which is to protect us." 

ANDERS NYGREN 



"The peace of nature . . . can not really quiet the human 
heart without destroying man's essential being. ..." 

"Peace of mind is ... not the peace of the real self, but 
of a mind detached from the self. Insofar as it is 
achieved the real self is destroyed. ..." 

"The peace of love ... is the peace of God; and it is 
also the only possible peace for man." 

REINHOLD NIEBUHR 



XV 

Our Sure Defense 



It is disturbing to see a word you have written which 
does not look as it should and not be able, for the life of 
you, to determine just what is wrong, and in the end be 
forced to look it up as if it were a total stranger, an intruder 
in your vocabulary. It is my guess that the world we 
live in comes upon the word peace in a spirit much like 
that. Have we not dreamed of peace a thousand times 
and wished it ten thousand more only somehow to discover 
it does not come out correctly, does not ever read as it 
should? The blunt truth is that we have come to the place 
where, if we are really concerned, we have to admit it is 
time to look the word up. Time for some re-reading. 

You will be amazed at what you find when you do 
that. If you take a real look at the word, you will discover 
straight off that the world has never caught properly the 
real spelling or sound of it. You will be faced at once 
with the sobering realization that you will not find the 
word at all if you are just looking for it in the pleasant 
land of still waters or on some plateau beyond the con- 
flicts and uncertainties that seem to surround life and 
war against it so constantly in an intricate, explosive world 
the like of ours. Neither do you find the word wrapped 
in a package labeled brotherhood nor from reading an 
assortment of books on the subject. 

When you begin to get near the word peace, you 
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will find you have walked the other way. You will discover 
yourself in the stark land of tragedy or close to it. There 
is where peace was born. The New Testament has a way 
of placing its grandest words in a context like that, and 
peace is a New Testament word. Love is placed that way. 
You must trudge through all the wounds of Golgotha be- 
fore you can finally see what love means. We have men- 
tioned how the clear radiance of grace shines brightest 
out of the most terrifying part of the pit. Worship picks 
up the dullest, drabbest, most unpromising sort of life 
and pours a glow into the whole of it. And you find peace 
looking out from the heart of a world so dismal, so hope- 
less, so piteously tricked by its own dishonesty, that it set 
God's own Son to weeping. 

Peace, like the others, is God's word, not man's. It is a 
mark of his ministry. Peace is the quality of a picture, the 
portrait of a life, when Christ is in it. The refusal to see 
the word like that has brought on much of the tragedy of 
history, the breaking of myriad lives along the way, and the 
hopelessness of our own moment. Peace is the gift of the 
Lord of peace. It is not the creature of man's mind, not 
the fulfillment of his longings. We have thought in our 
day that we could manage it on our own, that we could 
have peace without God or perhaps at best count him in 
at the end. We have felt without any blush at all that we 
could mend the pieces and straighten out the tangles, 
coming out at last with something every bit as fine as 
anything the Almighty could offer. History seems unable 
to teach us; we refuse to learn. Even with the wreckage 
heaped to staggering heights around us and a heavy, for- 
bidding mist of unknowing across all the future and with 
no real signs of lasting success anywhere, we still keep on. 
We do not have peace. We can never have it until we get 
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God's reading. We really have come to the place where 
we must stop and look up the word. And in the dictionary 
o Christ there is nothing but the strained, aching Voice 
that continues to weep, and pray, and hope. Perhaps you 
have heard it coming down across history; perhaps in some 
lull you caught the words. They have not changed a bit 
in all these years. 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ... if only Thou hadst 
known. . . ." The fact is that peace, peace of any kind that 
is worth the name, is hopelessly impossible apart from 
Christ. That holds whether it is the peace of your life or the 
world about you. The word is still God's; and wherever 
you do run upon it, you find it bears unmistakably the 
print of his hand. You find that what you really see is 
just simply God's victory in a person's life. When you see 
that, you have caught the first bright glimmer of the word. 
That is why it holds hands with mercy and grace. Peace 
is really possible in the vocabulary of a Christian life and 
nowhere else because Christ was able to walk straight 
into the dark night of death with all the odds solidly 
against him and come breaking out three days later. And 
not only was it that he did it himself, alone, but he prom- 
ised to do the same for any life that would follow him 
trusting itself into his hands. We call that offer of his the 
gospel. The gospel of peace. 

Right here is where the heart of the word is laid bare; 
where its complete dependence on God is established and 
where life's need of it fairly shouts. 

Be very clear about this, that what men and women need, 
face to face with the mystery of pain and trouble and tragedy, 
is not a solution that will satisfy the intellect, . . . but a force 
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tnat will stabilize the soul; . . . not an explanation, but a 
victory. 1 

What men and women really need is the gospel of peace. 

Do you see what that view of the word does for a 
man's life? It comes straight to it with a sure word of vic- 
tory. Not eventual victory, not a triumph in some quiet 
moment beyond, when the strife and dust are all settled. 
But victory now, already accomplished, in the midst of 
tumult, at the heart of suffering, in the grip of disaster. 
Peace is God's victory, his ability to stabilize the soul. 

Of course such a word outleaps our understanding. 
It would not be God's word otherwise. But its claim is 
real and firm and lasting, and human effort could never 
match it. The best we can do when our nerves are on edge 
and our minds get cluttered and cramped is to run off 
for a bit, hunt out the quiet of nature or a good book. 
That is fine of course for the moment. All life needs that 
kind of rest. But it is never final; it is never victorious. 
At best it is evasive. Any writing of peace apart from God 
always proves inadequate in the long run, for it is always 
negative. It must always wait on the ending of strife, on 
some calm after the storm, or on a retreat. 

The New Testament has no room for a word written 
like that. God's peace "never plays down to natural weak- 
ness: it lifts up to supernatural strength. There is ... no 
flying to the drug of fantasy: it is essentially virile, bracing, 
reinforcing." 2 Divine peace does not clear the enemy 
off the field; it simply lifts life beyond his grip. Peace 
does not come because life waits until the conflict ends; 

1 James S. Stewart, Heralds of God (New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 
1946) , pp. 75-76. 
* Ibid., p. 79. 
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it comes because God wins through. Peace is the look that 
gets into the eyes of a man when his heart is singing even 
while the tumult rages. 

The strife is o'er, the battle donel 

The victory of life is won! 

The song of triumph has begun! 3 

That music can be played against any background. 
Across the years Christians have been the kind of people 
who could sing hymns in a lion's den. They have ventured 
a great procession of them by now into the strangest, 
most unreasonable places to preach and teach and heal. 
They have lived quietly in prison and converted their 
jailors. They have been stoned, burned at the stake, threat- 
ened in a hundred ways, and remained steadfast. They 
have done it because they have heard a Voice: the voice 
of One who has done it also before them and with them; 
who has come through himself. They have stood the 
hard measure of the way with this brave note in their voice: 

Lord, Thou canst help when earthly armor faileth, 
Lord, Thou canst save when deadly sin assaileth, 
Lord, o'er Thy Rock nor death nor hell prevaileth; 
Grant us Thy peace, Lord. 4 

Do you have it now? In the very place where sin 
rushes full on with all the fire of hell waving in its hand, 
and you see your own armor split to the ground: there 
in that place in full view of your own weakness you can 
hear it best, for it was spoken out of just such a moment. 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not 

8 Latin hymn of unknown date. 
4 Philip Pusey. 
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as the world gives do I give to you" (John 14:27) . Right 
then, with your own armor shattered and God's put on, 
you can venture to the assault unafraid, knowing he has 
won already, that you begin to share his victory even now. 

The Christian stands alone among men as one 
equipped to move with assurance into the thick of the 
fray which is leaving its scars and wounds to mar count- 
less lives and is bending others hopelessly with its weight 
in our day. But beyond that the Christian must venture 
in, for that is what the Eternal does. God and his own, 
together, must go to meet the hatreds and fears and 
mockery, the idle indifference and the bitter barbs. But 
all the way through God will keep his own in peace. He 
will give them, as he always has, the ability to withstand, 
to overcome, to confound the world. He will keep them as 
heralds of the Kingdom and bearers of other's wounds. 

From the very beginning some men have looked on 
the lives in this procession moving out so strongly and 
with such confidence in the face of all life's odds, and while 
they have watched, have called them mad, have charged 
them with treason, persecuted them, imprisoned them, and 
killed them. All that is more than likely to continue! 

But God, too, has looked on these and is watching 
them in every moment of their witness. He sustains them 
through it all, speaking to them as children, strengthening 
them, calling them blessed. He continues to throw around 
them like a mighty fortress his own victory and peace. 
And in a Word that never fails, he keeps promising them 
at the end a resurrection and a life clothed in a splendor 
like his own using all the colors of glory. 

Now, until that day, in the sure and certain hope of 
it, "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus/' 
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